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- When you buy construction tools, be 

You will particular to order “COLUMBUS” 


of your jobber, as in later use, you 
will never have occasion to regret. 









CEDAR 
POLES 


Wire or write for 
delivered prices 


Our line is complete, but it’s up 
to you to see that you order 
“COLUMBUS” if you want certified 
tool quality. 


Shall we send you a copy 
of our catalogue so that 
you can make a selection? 
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Outpulls the Deadman 


FAULTLESS 


POLE GUY 


ANCHORS 


Write for litera- 
ture and prices. 


FAULTLESS 
ANCHOR & 
MFG. CO. 


Fostoria, Ohio 


MATTHEWS SCRULIX ANCHORS | 
Telephone Cables FRANKEL’S ELECTRIC TESTING Guo cise con be stendardionl te of im 


ALL SIZES AND CAPACITIES secure a perfect test connection in ten seconds. ARMCO—» 4-RODS 
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Ghe 
putenen steel 
f point pierces the 
insulation and makes 
3 positive test 
connection; 
use the meshed 
jaws for bare 
wire testing; 


The Holding 
Power of B. & K. 


GUY CLAMPS is 
B&K Tremendous. 
After the cable ts laid in 


the recesses, and the bolts 

ut in place—' ‘slipping is 

Telephone Catal Made in 1 1 and 2 bolt 
jone Catalo e in an 0 

. yles. Show your good 

judgment by using them. 


B. & K. Mfg. Co., Railroad S¢reet, New Britain, Conn. 
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LEICH Residence Type Magneto Telephones 


are exceptionally well adapted 
for use where space is limited. 


The transmitter is mounted close to the cabinet on a knuckle 
type arm which gives the same adjustment as the regular 
arm. Transmitter is threaded to take any mouthpiece, and 
receiver will take pin, spade or loop terminals. 


The case is finished in dull golden oak; gongs, crank and 
hookswitch in black enamel. 











Get our latest prices. 


LEICH ELECTRIC CO. 


Telephones, Switchboards, Accessories 


GENOA, ILLINOIS 


DISTRIBUTORS 


ELECTRIC APPLIANCE COMPANY 
Chicago, Dailas, San Francisco, New Orleans 


ST. PAUL ELECTRIC CO. 
St. Paul, Minn. 


POST GLOVER ELECTRIC CO. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


TELEPHONE & ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO. 
Spokane, Wash. 


B-R ELECTRIC COMPANY 
Kansas City, Mo. 

















Lightning Interrupts 
Telephone Service 


It puts hand generators and ringer coils out 
of commission. 

This is an inconvenience to the subscriber. 
He emphatically tells you so. 

To renew this service, you spend the time 
and labor of a repairman, and the cost of re- 
pair parts. 

WHY DON’T YOU INTERRUPT THE LIGHT- 


NING, SAVE THE LABOR EXPENSE, SAVE THE 
COST OF REPAIR PARTS? 


EQUIP EACH TELEPHONE WITH A 
HOLTZER-CABOT LIGHTNING ARRESTER. 


This will choke the lightning, and force it to 
ground, rather than through the telephone. 


The Holtzer - Cabot Electric Co. 


6161-65 S. State St. CHICAGO, ILL. 














RIMCO’ RUBBER 
INSULATED PLIERS 













Hitherto 
thelineman 
has had to 
depend on 
the old style 
pliers with 
hard rubber han- 
dles or detachable 
rubber sleeves. The 
former would not 
stand rough usage, as 
the hard rubber had a 
tendency to crack or break 
if the pliers were dropped. 
The latter was equally unsatisfactory, as the detachable 
handles ‘‘wore loose’’ and became unsafe. 


“Rimco” Rubber Insulated Pliers solve this problem. The in- 
sulating compound is semi-soft, and is permanently attached 
to the handle by a patented process. These pliers will not 
break if dropped and they afford absolute safety. Every pair 
is tested to 10,000 volts. Get literature and prices. 


Rubber Insulated Metals Corporation 
PLAINFIELD — NEW JERSEY 


Exclusive Export Agents 


Western Electric Company 











Comprising Telephony, American Telephone Journal, Telephone Weekly, Telephone Magazine, Telephone Securities, The Telephone, Sound Waves. 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY THE TELEPHONY PUBLISHING COMPANY 


116 S. Michigan Bivd., Chicago 





J. C. KELSEY, Presipent AND EpITor. 
S. R. EDWARDS, Manacinc EpitTor. 


H. D. FARGO, SecrETARY AND TREASURER. 
J. R. HASTIE, Vice-PRESIDENT AND ADVERTISING MANAGER. 





Entered as second-class matter September 4, 1908, at the post office at Chicago, Ill, under act of March 3, 1879. 








Volume 75 
Number 4 


CHICAGO, SATURDAY. JULY 27, 1918 


Subscription—10 Cents a Copy 
$3 a Year U.S., Cuba and Mexico 
$4 Canada, $5 Other Countries 








The President’s Promise. 

President Wilson’s proclamation placing 
the telephone and telegraph systems under 
government control at midnight, July 31, 
for the period of the war, was issued last 
Tuesday, and will be found in full on the 
following page. 

Until 


who is in charge of the wires, otherwise 


Postmaster-General Burleson, 
orders, the proclamation declares that the 
present managements of companies shall 
continue. Furthermore, it is expressly 
provided that all regular dividends, ma- 
turing interest charges, and other finan- 
cial obligations, be “paid in due course.” 


The officially 


the President’s assurance to Independent 


proclamation re-affirms 
telephone men regarding the safeguarding 
of their interests. 

In a letter to President Wilson, Vice- 
President F. B. MacKinnon, of the United 
States Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion, concisely states the conditions of the 
field since the passage of the bill author- 
izing federal control of the telephone sys- 
tems. 

It is pointed out that there are always 
some companies engaged in discussing 
with bankers adjustment of their finances 
and that all such negotiations are now 
stopped pending the definite announce- 
ment of whether under government con- 
trol a different procedure will have to be 
acopted by them. 

Attention is directed to negotiations in 
various stages of consummation, which 
have for their object the elimination of 


competition in certain communities where 


These 


matters are being held in abeyance pend- 


public opinion has demanded it. 
ing the President’s decision as to the 
form and extent of telephone control. 

This halting of financial and commer- 
cial operations cannot but disturb operat- 
ing conditions and be reflected in the tele- 
phone service of the country, it is de- 
clared. 

Another condition to which Mr. Mac- 
Kinnon calls attention is the fact that the 
telephone and telegraph companies are 
the principal sources of supply for men 
of the Signal Corps. Reference is made 
to the plan of the United States Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association to organ- 
ize the Independent forces so as to form, 


This 
plan also is delayed until a definite an- 


in effect, a Signal Corps reserve. 


nouncement is made by the government as 
to its intended procedure for supervis- 
ing the operation of wire companies. 

The reply of President Wilson to Mr. 
MacKinnon’s letter states that “the ac- 
tion of the government will be taken in 
a way which will safeguard the interests 
to which you allude, as far as it is pos- 
sible for the government to safeguard 
them. Some time must, of course, elapse 
before the scope of the government’s ac- 
tion is decided, but every endeavor will 
be made to make that action at every 
point fair and just.” 

These are certainly reassuring words 
and should do much to allay the appre- 
hension which Independent telephone men 
naturally fecl. The President’s letter in- 
dicates that the government when it acts 


will act in a constructive rather than a 


destructive manner. In other words, that 
a constructive policy and one that has the 
best interests of the industry in view, 
will be followed. 

The President knows that, aside from a 


Bell 


telephone has not broken down or failed 


few cases of typical blunders, the 
to do its full duty in war time. Were it 
not for the telegraph labor crisis—and 
even that was largely imaginary—-there 
is no reason for believing that controi of 
the telephone would have been urged at 
this time. 

The 


whe are in politics in Washington, saw 


government ownership advocates 


tke opportunity and got busy. rhe 


fatuous errors of the Bell organization, 
whick for years has been trying to prove 
that it is the biggest thing in the world, 
made it easier for the government own- 
ership camp to ram their program 
through. 

President Wilson, naturally, is trusted 
more by telephone men than the govern- 
ment ownership crowd He may not 
have any more intimate knowledge of 
tne telephone business, but he is used to 
weighing questions carefully and “watch- 
fully waiting.” 

At all 


interests 


events, Independent telephone 


may, at least, expect fairer 
treatment from the President than they 
have received from the Bell forces im the 
past. Having survived the monopolistic 


tactics of the latter, the Independents, 
relying on the President’s promise, should 


have confidence in the future. 











Government Control Begins July 31 


President Wilson Issues Proclamation Assuming Control and Supervision of Every 
Telephone and Telegraph System in Country, Beginning Midnight, July 31— 
Postmaster-General Albert S. Burleson Chairman of the Committee in Charge 


The nation’s communication lines will 
go under government control at midnight, 
July 31. President Wilson on Tuesday, 
July 23, signed an executive order pro- 
viding for federal wire operation under 
the Aswell resolution as passed by Con- 
gress and signed by the President early 
this month. 

The President’s proclamation placed ad- 
ministration of the wire systems with 
Postmaster-General Albert S. Burleson 
and provided that until otherwise decided 
the present managements and employes 
will continue. 

Mr. Burleson will administer control 
through a committee of four, of which 
he will be the chairman. The other mem- 
bers will be John L. Koons, first assist- 
ant postmaster-general, in charge of or- 
ganization and administration; David J. 
Lewis, in charge of operation, and Wil- 
liam H. Lamar, solicitor of the postoffice 
department, in charge of finance. 

The postmaster-general at his discre- 
tion may hereafter relinquish in whole 
or in part to the owners any telegraph 
or telephone system over which he has 
assumed control. 

The President did not exercise the 
authority given him in the resolution of 
Congress to take over cable and radio 
systems. No explanation was forthcom- 
ing, but it was assumed that control of 
cables was not taken over because of dif- 
ficulties presented by contracts cable com- 
panies hold with foreign governments. 
Radio systems already are controlled by 
the navy department. 

The President’s proclamation provides 
that the estmaster-general, if he so 
elects, may administer the lines through 
the owners, managers, boards of directors 
or receivers. 


Regular Dividends to Continue. 


Regular dividends previously declared 
and interest on maturing obligations shall 
continue to be paid until the postmaster- 
general directs otherwise; and subject to 
his approval, the companies may arrange 
renewal and extension of maturing ob- 
ligations. 


No Change Affecting Press. 


Postmaster-General Burleson, in a 
statement explaining his plans in oper- 
ating the wire systems, said there would 
be no change affecting the press wire 
service, except to improve it wherever 
possible. 

He announced to the country that his 
policy would be one of the least possible 
interference with the wire communication 
systems, consistent with the interests and 
needs of the government. 


Mr. Burleson also said that operation 
and control of farmers’ telephone lines 
would be interfered with only for the 
purpose of facilitating their connection 
with longer lines. 

Proclamation of the President. 


President Wilson’s proclamation, after 
quoting the law by which Congress 
authorized him, says: 

“Whereas, It is deemed necessary for 
the national security and defense to su- 
pervise and take possession and assume 
control of all telegraph and telephone 
systems and to operate the same in such 
manner as may be needful or desirable; 

Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, 
president of the United States, under and 
by virtue of the powers vested in me by 
the foregoing resolution and by virtue of 
all other powers thereto me enabling, do 
hereby take possession and assume con- 
trol and supervision of each and every 
telegraph and telephone system and every 
part thereof within the jurisdiction of 
the United States, including all equip- 
ment thereof and appurtenances thereto 
whatsoever and all materials and supplies. 


Burleson Put in Charge. 


“It is hereby directed that the super- 
vision, possession, control and operation 
of such telegraph and telephone systems 
hereby by me undertaken shall be exer- 
cised by and through the Postmaster- 
General Albert S. Burleson. Said post- 
master-general may perform the duties 
hereby and hereunder imposed upon him, 
so long and to such extent and in such 
manner as he shall determine, through the 
owners, managers, boards of directors, 
receivers, officers and employes of said 
telegraph and telephone systems. 

Until and except so far as said postmas- 
ter-general shall from time to time by 
general or special orders otherwise pro- 
vide, the owners, managers, boards of di- 
rectors, receivers, officers and employes of 
the various telegraph and telephone sys- 
tems shall continue the operation thereof 
in the usual and ordinary course of the 
business of said system, in the names of 
their respective companies, associations, 
organizations, owners or managers, as the 
case may be. 

To Pay Regular Dividends. 

“Regular dividends hitherto declared 
and maturing interest upon bonds, de- 
bentures and other obligations may be 
paid in due course, and such regular divi- 
dends and interest may continue to be 
paid until and unless the said postmaster- 
general shall from time to time, other- 
wise by general or special orders deter- 
mine; and, subject to the approval of 
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said postmaster-general, the various tele- 
graph and telephone systems may deter- 
mine upon and arrange for the renewal 
and extension of maturing obligations.” 


Statement by Burleson. 


Following the proclamation of Presi- 
dent Wilson, Postmaster-General Burle- 
son issued his statement. It said: 

“Under the President’s order, condi- 
tions are changed and greater opportunity 
is afforded to effect improvements and 
economies and a larger use by the people 
of these facilities which have become an 
imperative need in their every day life. 

Whether advantage can be taken of 
these opportunities to improve this serv- 
ice to the public remains to be disclosed 
by experience. Every effort of the de- 
partment will be directed to the accom- 
plishment of this end. 

It will be the purpose of the postoffice 
department to broaden the use of the 
service at the least cost to the people, 
keeping in mind that a high standard of 
efficiency must be maintained. 

I shall avail myself of an early oppor- 
tunity to consult with those who have 
heretofore had the _ responsibility of 
directing the affairs of the various wire 
systems taken over and, I doubt not, will 
be greatly benefited by suggestions they 
may be kind enough to offer me. 

The operation or control of what are 
commonly called farmers’ telephone lines 
will be interfered with only for the pur- 
pose of facilitating their connections with 
the longer lines. 

There will be no change affecting the 
press wire service, except to improve it, 
wherever possible. 

Of course, no general policy has been 
decided upon and will not be until a most 
careful survey of the whole situation is 
had and a grasp of conditions as they 
now exist secured. 

I shall freely avail myself of all advice 
and suggestions which those in a position 
to make the same valuable may be good 
enough to offer me. 

Whenever it is necessary to inaugurate 
any changes of policy, announcement of 
such will be made through the postmas- 
ter-general.” 


Lines to Be Consolidated. 


One of the first actions that is ex- 
pected is a consolidation of competing 
lines, especially in the telephone systems. 
Competing exchanges probably will be 
connected, so that any subscriber to any 
system in the country can reach a sub- 
scriber on any other system, local or long 
distance. 

Consolidation of telegraph offices will 
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cut down overhead charges of manage- 
ment, force and rentals, and result in 
much cheaper operation. These econo- 
mies will, in part, provide for the 25 per 
cent increase in wages which telegraph 
operators expect the postmaster-general 
to award them. 

It is expected that as a part of the 
postal system, telegrams can be paid for 
in postage stamps. This will simplify the 
bookkeeping at the various branch offices. 
It is possible that ultimately the govern- 
ment may insist that all payments of 
messages be by stamps. 

It is not expected that the present ar- 
rangements of charge accounts will be 
disturbed. 

While seizure of the wire systems was 
brought to a head at a time when union 
telegraphers were threatening to strike 
because the Western Union refused to 
accede to their demands and President 
Wilson’s request to abide by a ruling of 
the war labor board (acknowledging the 
right to join the union), the government 
long has had the step in contemplation. 

At least three of the present members 
of President Wilson’s cabinet favor gov- 
ernment ownership or permanent oper- 
ation of the communication systems. As 
a result, it is confidently predicted by 
authorities in Washington that once the 
government has put into effect its plans 
of reorganization of the great wire lines, 
it will be a physical impossibility to un- 
scramble them and return them to pri- 
vate operation and ownership again. 


Big Industries Controlled. 


The executive order of the President 
brings under government control for 
the period of the war, millions of 
miles of wire, thousands of employes and 
coupled with the seizure of railroads and 
the monopoly in postal business, places 
the government in virtual control of every 
industry in the land. 

The strike of telegraphers is now def- 
initely off. With the President’s signa- 
ture on the wire-seizure order, walk-outs 
will stop and reinstatement of those men 
locked out in recent weeks will take place 
after government control begins. 

The union will endeavor to have all 
questions of wages and working condi- 
tions left in the hands of the war labor 
board. Some questions are now pending. 

Correspondence with President. 

Telephone men all over the country were 
naturally anxious to know exactly what the 
government planned to do with the tele- 
phone systems. As representative of the 
United States Independent Telephone As- 
sociation, Vice-President F. B. MacKin- 
non wrote President Wilson under date 
of July 16, asking that a definite an- 
nouncement of the method of control be 
made as soon as possible. Mr. MacKin- 
non wrote as follows: 

“The obligation resting upon me to be 
of every possible assistance to the mem- 


TELEPHONY 


bers of this association, and a desire to 
be of help to you, are my excuses for 
presuming to address you at this time. 

In connection with the consideration of 
the control of the telephone and tele- 
graph systems of the country entrusted 
to you by the new law, I desire to sug- 
gest in behalf of the Independent tele- 
phone companies, that as soon as prac- 
ticable definite announcement be made of 
the method of control decided upon and 
the extent of that control—that is, 
whether all telephone companies are to 
be supervised or operated by the govern- 
ment, or only a selected few, or none 
until an emergency shall arise. 

Since the passage of the bill authorizing 
federal control of the telephone systems, 
I have received inquiries from different 
parts of the country that convince me 
that every man responsible for the op- 
eration of a telephone system is in doubt 
as to his future procedure. 

Of the thousands of Independent tele- 
phone companies, there are always some 
that are engaged in discussing with bank- 
ers an adjustment of their finances. All 
such negotiations are stopped pending 
definite knowledge of whether under gov- 
crnment control, a different procedure 
will have to be adopted. 

For some time past adjustments have 
Leen taking place resulting in the elim- 
ination of exchange competition in cer- 
tain communities where public opinion 
has demanded such elimination. A num- 
ber of such situations are in process of 
Leing worked out. All such matters are 
held in abeyance pending your decision as 
to the form and extent of telephone con- 
trol. 

The halting of financial and commer- 
cial operations cannot but disturb operat- 
ing conditions, and very soon the tele- 
phone service of the country will be af- 
fected. Probably you have been informed 
as to the extent of the Independent in- 
dustry which operates 15,000 exchanges 
through 8,000 separate ownerships. Be- 
cause of the nature and extent of the in- 
dustry, I feel justified in calling your at- 
tention to the conditions I have cited. 

We have a second condition to which 
has been given much serious considera- 
tion by those of us responsible in a gen- 
eral way for the continued efficient opera- 
tion of the Independent telephone proper- 
ties. This is the constant depletion of 
our working forces, both men and women. 

Of necessity the telephone and tele- 
graph companies are the principal sources 
of supply for men for the Signal Corps. 
Our problem has been to supply the men 
needed by the Signal Corps and at the 
same time maintain sufficient working 
forces for the operation of the exchanges 


‘ at home. 


There has been a constant filtering away 
of our men due to their enlistment in all 
branches of the army and navy. Num- 
bers have gone into other industries. It 
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has been our plan to organize our forces 
into an organization so closely affiliated 
with the Signal Corps as to form, in ef- 
fect, a Signal Corps Reserve which will 
claim for its members all of the em- 
ployes of the telephone and telegraph 
companies. This plan has to be delayed 
until definite announcement is made of 
the procedure decided upon for supervis- 
ing the operation of the wire companies, 
if such supervision is to be. 

In my opinion, the efficiency of our 
forces and our co-operation with the Sig- 
nal Corps require an early knowledge of 
the form and extent of control of the 
telephone companies, as soon as a deci- 
sion is reached. My excuse for presum- 
ing to offer this opinion is, as I have said, 
because of a desire to be of service to 
you as well as to the industry I repre- 
sent.” 


President’s Promise to Industry. 

Under date of July 18, President Wil- 
son wrote Mr. MacKinnon that the inter- 
ests of the Independent industry will be 
sufeguarded as far as it is possible for 
the government to safeguard them. The 
Fresident’s letter follows: 

“THe Wuite House, 
WASHINGTON. 
18 July, 1918. 
“My dear Sir: 

Allow me to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of July sixteenth and to 
say that I appreciate very fully the cir- 
cumstances to which you call my atten- 
tion. 

You may rest assured that the action 
of the government will be taken in a way 
which will safeguard the interests to 
which you allude, as far as it is possible 
for the government to safeguard them. 
Some time must, of course, elapse before 
the scope of the government’s action is 
decided, but every endeavor will be made 
to make that action at every point fair 
and just. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Woodrow Wilson. 
Mr. F. B. MacKinnon, Vice President, 
U. S. Independent Telephone Ass’n, 
Washington, D. C.” 


New Cable Laid Across 
Straits of Mackinac. 
A new cable, comprising 20 circuits and 
6 miles in length, was recently laid across 
the Straits of Mackinac by the Michigan 
State Telephone Co., to replace the pres- 
ent one, which is comprised of 13 cir- 
cuits, and was laid 18 years ago. The 
new cable cost approximately $50,000. 


the 


Indiana Convention Scheduled for 
September 11, 12 and 13. 


The Indiana Independent Telephone 
Association has announced that it will 
hold its 12th annual convention at the 
Claypool Hotel, Indianapolis, Ind., on 
September 11, 12 and 13. 








More About the Wires 


A Typical Letter—-Awaiting the President 
By J. C. Kelsey 


“I presume you have been overwhelmed 
with letters asking you what government 
control and appropriation of telephones is 
going to be? But that is the very ques- 
tion that I would like to put up to you 
right now. 

Have you any idea or have you been 
able to get any information as to what 
the federal government is contemplating 
doing? 

It might make some difference with 
what the company intends to do in the 
future how far the federal government is 
going—and I did not know but that you 
would be in a position to know all about 
what is going on and could give me some 
kind of an idea. Is there anything you 
can tell me about this? 

P. S. Do you know whether the gov- 
ernment can use a man of my type? I 
know I am a little too old for the first 
line, but maybe I would be of value in 
some other position. 

Also under government control, do they 
want a chap like myself? Of course, I 
have a family to take care of, hence I 
would have to have enough salarv to live 
cn.” 





I presume this thought is in every 
man’s mind, whether he be operator, man- 
ufacturer or publisher. The same 
thought was in the mind of every railroad 
man in America during the period of ac- 
tion prior to the actual taking over of the 
rails. 

Every operator, supply dealer and pub- 
lisher was in great mental agony, and 
most of them dreamed night and day of 
losing everything in the world. 

Time went on. The railways were taken 
over. Many of the small ones were turned 
back, and every one is living, breathing, 
and reasonably happy again. So it will 
be in the telephone business after the 
question is settled. 





It is difficult to predict what the gov- 
ernment will do because after all, the 
government will be represented by men 
who have ideas and will try to put them 
into action. It makes no difference wheth- 
er Mr. Burleson or Mr. Lewis, or some 
one else, becomes director general of the 
wires, they will have to feel their way 
along until they know what they can do. 

It probably looks easy to some men but 
when they come face to face with the mul- 
titudinous conditions, there will be a great 
deal of study necessary before a great 
general change in the order of things, can 
be made. 





We all want to win the war. And un- 


less the war is won, nothing will be worth 
while to any individual in America. Ev- 
eryone is familiar with the demands made 
ty German newspapers, which if carried 
cut would carry wreck and ruin to our 
national hopes and aspirations. 

If President Wilson has asked author- 
ity to take over the wires, he has only 
done so because he has inside information 
which no common individual can possibly 
have. We all remember how the Presi- 
dent was criticized for his Mexican policy, 
but all realize since the information was 
given out, that our greatest national blun- 
der would have been to have gone to war 
with Mexico. 





The thing to be realized at this time 
is the fact that no one can say that govern- 
ment control of railroads, or anything 
else, will go beyond the war _ period. 
While it may look to some as if the con- 
ditions reveal an absolutely permanent 
situation, it is by no means safe to con- 
sider it so. 

The world can only live one day at a 
time now and no man is wise who jumps 
at conclusions and changes his plans of 
cperations. In every move he must con- 
template a future largely based upon the 
past, until he is absolutely sure that the 
past is eliminated. 





At the present time the great locomo- 
tive builders, building great locomotives 
for the government as fast as they can, 
have not forgotten the day when they 
had but few orders on the floor, and those 
from the smaller companies. 

The large supply dealers, harried to 
death by demands upon their resources, 
have not forgotten the day when they 
had few orders which likewise were from 
the smaller companies. 

The great machinery dealers, furnish- 
ing great orders of machinery to all in- 
dustry, have not forgotten their old 
friends who stayed by them in the pre- 
vious days. It would not be a good plan 
tc do so, because the day may come when 
orders are scarce again and the old order 
of things may return. 





The greatest problem in America to- 
day, aside from winning the war, is to 
face the conditions of peace after the 
war. It is easy to go ahead, be rushed 
to death with large orders, and to work 
24 hours every day, but it is terrible to 
go back, be quiet because of no orders, 
and to work the force only a few hours 
daily. 


This will give more headaches and 


sleepless nights than another condition. 
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Hence it behooves every telephone man, 
eperator, manufacturer, and supply man 
to keep his eye on the back track as well 
as the front. 





We can all have this satisfaction: The 
Government, which after all is the peo- 
ple, will be with us after the war as it is 
now—it cannot escape. 

It regulates the price and distribution 
of fuel and materials now and it will have 
to do so long after the war. Through 
its military and industrial power, it af- 
fects all labor now, and it will have to do 
so after the war. 

By price fixing, it has controlled the 
agricultural products of the country and 
it will have to control them after the 
war. 

It licenses certain priorities now, and 
it will have to license them after the war. 
]t operates shipyards and munition plants, 
great navy yards, armories, gun factories, 
and powder plants—and the day will come 
when this work must cease. 

It operates a security issuing corpora- 
tion, running into billions of dollars—and 
the day must come when the securities 
will be redeemed. 





Business so thoroughly regulated now, 
still lives, and will continue to live. It 
has to live and the government calls upon 
us to strengthen its organization so it can 
carry on the work. 

Gratifying to say, the government is 
not asleep to the future and the work of 
readjustment is already being studied. 
It has developed the question of winning 
the war and is now developing what we 
shall do after the war is over. 

Happily enough, war news seems to in- 
dicate that a great start has been made 
in this direction at the west front, and it 
seems now that the future problem is al- 
most as important as our present one. 





Getting back to the man who wrote 
the letter, wondering if the government 
could use him to advantage, it is safe to 
say that every man in the business can 
Le used to advantage. 

So great is the need of men that even 
the few ball players have been ordered t: 
work, and it seems as if baseball playinc 
would have to stop. 

This man operates a merged telephone 
property in a fine territory and his com- 
pany has always paid good dividends. H 
has given his life to the service of thi 
company, and now he wonders if he wil! 
be relegated to the second line. 

Such a thought is natural, but it is safe 
to say that men of experience will not f 
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ruthlessly thrown from their positions. 

It seems that if certain conditions are 
carried out, there will not be enough tele- 
phone men to go around. If government 
control reaches to the localities where 
competition exists, there surely must be 
great work done to preserve records of 
the plants as they stand. 

Unless such a thing is done, ten min- 
utes after the merger begins, there will 
be no way of separating should the time 
ever come for separation to take place. 
As there are still 1,400 localities where 
competition exists, it is not hard to rea- 
lize that there will be much work to do. 





So far it is rumored that only the long 
distance telephone lines will be taken over. 
If this is done, it means that Bell and In- 
dependent companies will turn over their 
long distance systems to the government. 

It must not be forgotten that there are 
riany and very comprehensive Independ- 
ent long distance systems. We have un- 
consciously grown into a habit of thought 
that there is but one long distance sys- 
tem. That is a natural mistake because 
the Bell system has thoroughly advertised 
it position, while the others have been 
content to handle their business quietly 
and without advertising it. 


ee 





If both toll systems are turned over 
to the government it means that both 
local companies will have access to each 
cther’s lines, and the question of a com- 
mon carrier will be solved for all time. 

The litigation involving compulsory 
physical connection has been considerable, 
and the cases are still on their way to the 
United States Supreme Court. The Bell 
company never surrendered its belief that 
it could have the choice of confining long 
distance service to its own local ex- 
changes. 

The government action will immediate- 
ly clear this up and possibly cause a quick- 
ened settlement of the local conditions by 
agreement. 





It is said also that New York, Chicago 
and Washington exchanges may be taken 
over. In this event there will be little of 
interest to Independent telephone people. 
And possibly it is causing the Bell peo- 
ple no particular concern because the only 
uncertain factor is the rate question. 

All these localities have rate problems 
which need settlement, both now and after 
the war. 

If the large exchanges are taken over 
permanently, the investor will have no 
worry as long as he gets a fair return 
cn his investments. If the exchanges are 
returned to private management, there 
will be nothing greatly changed. 





Of course, if Philadelphia, St. Louis, 
Cleveland, Kansas City and other competi- 
tive centers are taken over, the situation 
will have future complications possibly 
niore serious. 


TELEPHONY 


It will not be so easy to return to the 
previous condition. Of course, one pre- 
sumes when he says that anything will be 
returned to previous conditions. 

It may be that it will be impossible to 
And it gets back to the fact that 
we live day by day. 


do so. 





Men in the telephone business generally 
are receptive as far as government con- 
trol is concerned. If it is the will of the 
people, no one can object or lay a stone 
or word in its way. 

The men who will have charge of the 
after action is taken are only 
human and can only do what they can to 
lielp win the war. 

There was a great deal of kick and ap- 
prehension about the coal situation, but 
the people did not hesitate to take it as 
a matter of course. 


wires 


There was objection 
to setting a price on grain and men were 
said to entertain a notion of raising no 
more wheat—yet the country is harvest- 
ing its biggest crop. 

There was agitation over the railroads, 
and apprehension regarding the increased 
cost of travel, but travel goes on unceas- 
ingly and it seems as if people have al- 
ways paid such fares. 

The one redeeming thing about the tele- 
phone business is that the new order of 
things will develop a new rate for both 
long distance and local service. It will 
certainly add cash and credit to the in- 
dustry. 

It will absolutely annihilate free serv- 
ice, because at this stage of existence, 
everything must be paid for. The world 
cannot afford that much waste of effort. 





Telephone men will find themselves a 
year from now a great deal as they are 
now. They will have to meet local prob- 
lems as they always have, and they will 
have to handle the business affairs of the 
corporation just as they do now. 

The very fact that operating affairs 
are controlled by a government man does 
not mean that an injured party cannot 
have redress. In the railway field, the 
trade papers have not hesitated to criti- 
cize conditions which did not seem just 
and right—and in every case, such criti- 
cisms have been properly received and 
observed. 

No one’s rights are abridged in any 
way, and it seems in many ways that the 
telephone business is going to be im- 
proved. Anyway, the public will have a 
fine chance to get more closely acquainted 
with it. 





The truth of the matter is that we are 
in the laps of the gods and have no choice 
but obedience to 'the law. 

MORAL: Germany started something. 


Shortens Its Name. 
The Greencastle Local Phoenix Tele- 


phone Co., at Greencastle, Ind., has filed 
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notice with the secretary of state at In- 
dianapolis, that it has changed its name 
to the Greencastle Telephone Co. 


Mergers of Small Companies with 
Bell in West Virginia. 

Mergers will be effective in West Vir- 
ginia on August 1 that will convey many 
of the Independent telephone companies of 
the state into the hands of the Bell tele- 
phone company or the Chesapeake & Po- 
tomac Telephone Co., as it is known in 
West Virginia. These Independent com- 
panies are surrendering their charters and 
the Consolidated Telephone Co. that for- 
merly did business in Marion county has 
until August 5 to do this. 

The others that 
ters are the National of Monongalia and 
Morgantown; the Beeghley Telephone 
Co., Weston; The Weston Central Tele- 
phone Co., operating at Vernsville, Sut- 
ton and Glenville. 

The Bell company practically 
charge of the Consolidated four 
years ago. The individual companies 
were solvent, but the National Telephone 
Co., through transactions with the Conti- 
nental company, became involved. 

The Consolidated company was capi- 
talized at $125,000 and the stock at first 
sold for par, $100, but those who held 
the stock for a time did not secure as 
much for it. The Bell company acquired 
the National Telephone Co. interests 
from Cyrus Huling, of Columbus, Ohio, 
who purchased them at receiver’s sale. 


will surrender char- 


took 


lines 


Purdue University Engaged in 
Army Detachment Training. 

The Purdue University, at Lafayette, 
Ind., is busily engaged in National Army 
detachment training. There are about 
500 auto-mechanics, 150 radio men and 
30 telephone men in the present detach- 
ment. The radio and telephone men are 
under the supervision of the electrical 
school and the school has built up quite 
a force of instructors for handling this 
work. 

R. V. Achatz, assistant professor in tele- 
phone engineering, has had supervision 
over a considerable portion of the in- 
structional work in this connection. 

In the telephone instruction work the 
assistance of L. W. Connaroe, manager 
of the Prairie Telephone Co., of Brooks- 
ton, Ind., a practical telephone man with 
about 20 years’ experience, has been se- 
cured. K. B. McEachron, who has come 
to Purdue as research assistant in con- 
nection with the engineering experiment 
station, is also assisting in this work. 


Exchange Changes Ownership. 

The Marengo Telephone Co., of Ma- 
rengo, Iowa, has changed ownership, D. 
C. Phillips, of Indianola, Iowa, purchas- 
ing the exchange for approximately $40,- 
000. 














“Telephony's Home Study Course for Telephone Men 


A Complete Presentation of the Principles Underlying Modern Telephony in All 
Its Branches—Arranged Systematically So That Regular Reading and Faithful 
Study Will Qualify Ambitious Men for Higher Positions—Prepared Under 
Supervision of Stanley R. Edwards—This Section Written by Jay G. Mitchell 








JUST AMONG OURSELVES. 


Since the telephone company had a 
heavy open-wire lead and an aerial cable 
extending into the rapidly-growing dis- 
trict of Fosterville to be served by the 
new office, it was decided to utilize it, if 
possible, for the circuits carrying the 
inter-ofice trunks. Later when all the 
traffic conditions had been thoroughly 
worked out, it would be possible to de- 
sign the underground conduit and cable 
plant to reach the new branch office. 

The wire chief decided that he could 
more easily handle the cut-over by con- 
necting a few lines into the new office at 
a time. In this way, some ofthe local 
line circuits on the open-wire lead run- 
ning into the district served by the new 
office would be made available for use as 
trunks. At the same time, the inter-of- 
fice trunk circuits could be arranged in 
accordance with developments as to ac- 
tual trunked traffic. 

Additional trunk circuits as required could 
be obtained from the present facilities re- 
leased, in part by the transfer of local 
lines to the new office. He thought that 
the number of local stations served by 
circuits now extending from the Main 
office beyond the new branch would be 
sufficient to release enough through cir- 
cuits for the Main-to-branch trunks when 
the lines had been cut near the new of- 
fice in changing them over. 

Many would have to be gone over and 
cleared of low insulation and high re- 
sistance joints to render them suitable 
for use as inter-office trunk circuits. 
Several sections of new wire would also 
be required, but the whole plan offered 
the most economical and _ satisfactory 
metliod for. effecting the cut-over. 

While the plan had been roughly 
blocked out as outlined, it was necessary 
to make much more definite calculations 
as to the number of trunk circuits that 
would be ultimately required. The 
switchboard manufacturer could not 
make up the final floor plan of the new 
office until advised as to the number of 
incoming trunk circuit: positions that 
were to be included in the equipment. 

The required incoming trunk section 
could not be ordered for the Main office 
—before this the Main had not included 
any provision for incoming trunk posi- 
tion—until the number of trunks to be 


used had been finally decided. Changes 
in the Main office main distributing 
frame, the rearrangement of multiple 
jacks, and the office cabling, all depended, 
in part, upon the number of incoming 
trunk circuits that were to be installed. 

The preliminary traffic study had shown 
that at least 3,125 calls per day, or about 
313 calls per hour, would be trunked 
from the Main office to the new branch. 
The traffic to be despatched in the other 
direction, from the new branch to the 
Main, had been estimated at 3,300 calls 
per day or about 330 calls per hour. 

The hourly rate was based upon the 
assumption that the bulk of the traffic 
only lasted about ten hours. Of course 
this is not strictly true in any telephone 
office but the traffic that is handled out- 
side of the usual ten hours of the busi- 
ness day is so slight in amount as to be 
almost negligible. 

In order to be absolutely safe, the 
Fosterville wire chief decided to provide 
trunking facilities 5 per cent in excess of 
the estimated requirements. That is to 
say he decided to provide trunks from 
the Main to the new branch sufficient to 
carry 329 (313 plus 5 per cent) calls per 
hour and 347 (330 plus 5 per cent) calls 
per hour from the new branch to the 
Main. 


The average holding time, 120 seconds, 
determined by a previous study, was a 
matter of great interest to the general 
manager. When he learned the trunk 
traffic that it would be necessary to dis- 
patch in both directions during the busy 
hour, he saw a great bright light. As a 
result he figured the number of trunks 
required to be as follows: 

Assigning a holding time of two min- 
utes (120 seconds) to each call, he said 
that each trunk could be assigned an aver- 
age load of 30 calls per hour. Since 
there were 313 calls during the busy hour 
passing from the Main office to the 
branch, 11 trunks would be required for 
the traffic in that direction. By the same 
course of reasoning, the traffic passing 
from the branch to the Main, 330 calls 
during the busy hour, would require 11 
trunks. 


The traffic in the other direction would 
require 11 trunks although it was some- 
what lighter, because it is not possible 
to make use of less than one complete 
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trunk. In other words, 313 divided by 
30 is 10.4 trunks. But there is no such 
possibility as a 0.4 trunk, therefore, it is 
necessary to figure on 11 for the dis- 
patch of the traffic given. 

The wire chief had been a faithful 
reader of “TELEPHONY’s Home Study 
Course” and knew that this method was 

















Fig. 269. Trunks for Various Values of 
Busy-Hour Traffic, Two-Minute 
Average Trunk Time. 
not correct for the design of the inter- 
office trunk circuit system. In order for 
it to be the correct basis, as he care- 
fully pointed out to his superior, it would 
be necessary for one telephone call pass- 
ing over a trunk to follow the previous 

one immediately. 

Calls could not overlap in time since 
an over-lapping call would require an 
additional trunk for prompt service. 
Neither could there be any idle trunk 
time between calls, since an idle trunk 
would at once have the effect of reduc- 
ing its own hourly possible traffic load. 

In other words, when Mr. Smith and 
ten of his friends were conversing with 
11 subscribers served by the new branch, 
Mr. Jones, connected to the Main office, 
could not reach the branch at all. In or- 
der to work the trunks at the rate pro- 
posed by the general manager, with an 
average holding time of two minutes, it 
would be necessary for Mr. Jones and 
the next ten Main subscribers calling 
for branch numbers, to signal at the pre- 
cise moment when the conversations be- 
tween Mr. Smith and his friends and the 
branch subscribers were terminated. 

Calls destined to pass over number one 
Main to branch trunk circuit, for in- 
stance, must follow each other in per- 
fect sequence, and there must be no idle 
trunk time between them. If this were 
not true, the trunk could not be expected 
to handle the proposed load of 30 calls 
per hour and a larger number of trunks 
would be required to serve the offered 
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trafic without undue delay. Undue de- 
lay means that Mr. Jones, calling for a 
new branch number, must be given the 
desired connection within a reasonably 
quick time. 

Not only must the service be quick but 
when it is impossible to give Mr. Jones 
the service asked for, he must be told 
that it is due to “no trunks.” This “no 
trunk” report must be made very infre- 
quently or Mr. Jones will become dis- 
satisfied. The number of trunks provided 
for the inter-office must be sufficient to 
meet the fluctuations in the traffic ex- 
cept in the most abnormal circumstances. 

The wire chief finally convinced the 
general manager that his basis for com- 
puting the number of trunk circuits to be 
provided was not the right one and he 
had to provide a substitute, having criti- 
cised the one propesed. 


Without attempting-to justify the ap- 
plication of the theory of probability to 
the computation of telephone traffic, the 
wire chief went over the situation again 
and produced the following: 

Since the probable traffic to be dis- 
patched from the Main to the branch had 
been estimated as 329 calls per hour, it 
was easy to compute the number of 
trunks required, the holding time being 
known. Using the formula: 

Trunks=T C + 2.7 V TC (1—T) 

Trunks=T times C plus 2.7 times the 
square root of TJ times C times 1 minus 
T, the wire chief substituted the actual 
values as follows: 

T is equal to the trunk holding time 
in fractions of an hour or 1/30. C is 
equal to the number of calls, or 329. 

The formula therefore figures: Trunks 
equal 1/30 times 329 plus 2.7 times 
square root of 329/30 multiplied by 29/30 
or 19.8 trunks. 

By substituting the busy-hour traffic 
from the branch to the Main, the trunk 
holding time being assumed to be the 
same in both cases, the formula works 
out for 347 calls per 20.6. 

It was deemed safe, therefore, to plan 
upon an immediate installation of 20 
trunks from the branch office to Main 
and also 20 from Main to the branch. 
The number is not so large that the en- 
tire series of trunks can not be consid- 
ered as belonging to one group. 

Had there been more than the number 
of trunks possible to place on one incom- 
ing trunk operator’s position, the wire 
chief realized that the computed number 
would have to be increased owing to the 
fact that the trunks would be found in 
more than one group. In other words, 
the incoming trunks as computed, at both 
Main and the branch office could be 
placed upon one incoming trunk opera- 
tor’s position and would be operated in 
both cases as one group. 

Satisfied that the average holding time 
of two minutes was a safe one for use 
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in the Fosterville exchange for some 
time, the wire chief worked out the for- 
mula for various traffic values and drew 
the curve shown in Fig. 269 as a guide 
for the future. 

(To be continued.) 


Monthly Meeting of Southern Cali- 
fornia Independents. 

The Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion of Southern California held its last 
monthly meeting at Wardman’s Camp 
which is located in the mountains half 
way up to the peak of Mount Sanan- 
tcnia, sometimes called ‘Old Baldy.” 

The monthly meetings held by the as- 
sociation are proving very beneficial and 
profitable to the member companies and 
it is found that the exchange of ideas, 
practices and experiences in meeting the 
local conditions help each one to solve 
their ever-increasing problems. 

The accompanying snap-shot of the 
group that braved the mountain drive, 
4,500 feet above set level, though easy 
of access by automobile, shows, reading 
from left, D. S. Parker, Pomona: A. 
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vestment inasmuch as the employes are 
all very anxious to avail themselves of 
the opportunity. They have a real vaca- 
tion which fits them for better and more 
efficient work on their return and owing 
to the fact that their expense is so very 
nominal they can not afford to miss the 
opportunity. 

Aside from accommodating all his em- 
ployes and his own family on many oc- 
casions throughout the year, Mr. Ward- 
man derives a great deal of pleasure 
from allowing the use of the cabin to 
his friends who wish to avail themselves 
of a few days or a week in the moun- 
tains. 

The next meeting of the association 
was scheduled to be held July 20, at the 
new exchange building of the 
Telephone & Telegraph 
mona, Cal. 


Pomona 


Union at Po- 





Kentucky Exchange Discontinues 
Service Temporarily. 
By order of the board of directors of 
the Hazel (Ky.) 
Co., central 


Telephone Exchange 


Hazel office was recently 





Meeting of Southern California Independents in the Mountains. 


Wardman, Whittier; C. F. Fairley, Los 
Angeles; T. A. Gould, Redondo; F. H. 
Wright, Covina; (lower), O. Gallup, 
Whittier; (upper), A. H. Carter, Los 
Angeles; (lower), J. O. Houser, Covina; 
(upper), and Irvin Wardman, Whittier. 

The genial and enterprising A. Ward- 
man, secretary and general manager of 
the Whittier and Home tele- 
phone companies, built and equipped this 
beautiful cabin in the mountains for the 
benefit of his employes. During the vaca- 
tion period he transports them to and from 
the camp in groups, each group having 
the use of the cabin for two weeks. 
Everything is furnished free by the com- 
pany except the provisions and Mr. 
Wardman says he would furnish this 
also only for the varying tastes of the 
occupants. 

Mr. Wardman says this is a paying in- 


Downey 


closed and service 


rarily. On 


discontinued tempo- 
account of the rates 
charged for service the exchange has not 
been self-sustaining for some time and 
was not in position to meet its obliga- 
tions promptly. 

A meeting of the stockholders has been 
called at which some means will probably 
be devised to sufficient funds to 
meet the present needs and new rates 
put into effect so that service may be 
resumed in the near future. The board 
of directors is composed of Jake Mayer, 
A. F. Roane and T. W. Clanton. 


low 


raise 


Wisconsin Farmers’ Company 
Purchase City Exchange. 
The Farmers Telephone Co., of Turtle 
Lake, Wis., has purchased the system of 
the City Telephone Co., of Turtle Lake, 
at a cost of $13,000. 











Commissions, Courts and Councils 


Discussions and Rulings of State Bodies Having Supervision Over Telephone 
Companies—Decisions of Courts in Matters of Interest to Public Utilities 
and Actions of City Councils Relative to Franchises, Rates and Service 


High Costs Not Conclusive Basis 
for Rate Increase. 

The Nebraska State Railway Commis- 
sion goes on record, in replying to the ap- 
plication of the Wellfleet Telephone As- 
sociation for an increase in rates to $1.25 
for farm and residence and $1.50 for busi- 
ness, as stating that the mere fact that 
the company must pay more for labor and 
materials. is no conclusive reason why it 
should have any higher rates. The com- 
mission is aware that such a condition 
exists in the telephone business, but it 
will require in each instance a complete 
history of the company and estimate of 
expenses and receipts under the proposed 
schedule. 

The secretary has written to William 
Smith, president, that the records show 
him to be the only stockholder, and it 
asks him a number of questions, among 
them whether any prior stockholders have 
been given service at $1.50 a year, how 
long he has owned it and how much he 
paid, for it and what dividends have been 
drawn. 

Nebraska Company Granted Rate 
Increase Without Hearing. 

The Seneca Telephone Co. has made 
application to the Nebraska State Railway 
Commission for an increase in telephone 
rates. It is a new corporation organized 
to take over an old plant that has re- 
mained practically idle during the past 
year. Its predecessor, the Banner Tele- 
phone Co. went into bankruptcy because 
the rates it was charging, $1 for residence 
and farm service and $1.50 for business, 
were too low. The sheriff sold it under 
the hammer to a local lumberman, who 
turned it over to the home-organized 
company that now essays to give service. 

The company asks for a rate of $1.50 
for farm and residence service and $2 
for business. It has furnished the com- 
mission with an estimate which shows that 
under this schedule it will just about 
break even. The company is a small 
one, with a capital stock of $2,000, and its 
officers report that the books of the old 
corporation are in such shape that it is 
impossible to give any estimate of re- 
ceipts and expenses thereunder. The com- 
tission granted the new rates without re- 
quiring a showing or setting the case 
down for hearing. 


Increase in Toll Rates Sought by 


Bell in Missouri. 
An application for authority to in- 


crease its toll rates about 9 per cent was 
made early. this month to the Missouri 


Public Service Commission hy the South- 
western Bell Telephone Co. The com- 
pany’s auditor estimated the increase 
would add about $112,252 annually to the 
company’s revenues. 

The petition sets forth that the weight 
of the desired increase would fall prin- 
cipally upon the big business concerns of 
the larger Missouri cities “who are the 
heaviest users and who make the most 
profit out of the service.” 

The rates are based upon a system of 
computation which divides the state into 
blocks seven miles square, these divisions 
replacing the present blocks which are ir- 
regularly formed and according to the 
petition bring about discriminatory rates. 

Where the old rate was 15 cents for 
the first 15 miles and 5 cents for each 
additional 10 miles or fraction, the new 
rate would be 10 cents for the first 7 
miles and 5 cents for each additional 
seven miles. 

The petition sets forth that the com- 
pany recently has increased operators’ 
wages and that maintenance expenses 
have advanced rapidly. 

Authority of Commission Chal- 
lenged in Nebraska Case. 

The power assumed by the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission of determining 
whether there shall be competition in pub- 
lic utilities under its control is sharply 
challenged in a motion filed by the Ham- 
ilton County Farmers’ Telephone Asso- 
ciation for the vacation of an order for- 
bidding it from soliciting subscribers of 
the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
at and near Hampton, where both com- 
panies have exchanges and where the 
Lusiness interests have filed a demand for 
a consolidation. 

The motion declares that the commis- 
sion is wholly without power or authority 
to issue such an order; that it is an un- 
lawful attempt and effort on the part of 
the commission to repeal and annul the 
law of competition as between public util- 
ities in the face of the fact that the state 
legislature thas three times refused to 
enact legislation giving the commission 
the power by requiring that a convenience 
and necessity order be granted before 
there can be such competition; that the 
order is unlawful and void in that it is 
an attempt to create an absolute and ex- 
ciusive monopoly; that it is in violation 
of the Junkin anti-trust and other laws of 
the state intended to encourage competi- 
tion and destroy monopoly. 

The Hamilton County association con- 
tends further that it is a jug-handled 
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order, and deprives the company of the 
right to continue in business, but does 
not restrict “the powerful and monopolis- 
tic Lincoln company,’ from proceeding 
with “its announced purpose” to force a 
sale to it of the Farmers’ company’s 
property and to destroy the latter. In 
addition the order is alleged to be an un- 
lawful attempt to oust the Hamilton coun- 
ty district court of jurisdiction in an in- 
junction suit brought by the Lincoln com- 
pany. 

The order complained of is as follows: 

“It is ordered by the Nebraska State 
Railway Commission that during the 
pendency of the matter of the request of 
citizens of Hampton for consolidation of 
the exchanges at Hampton the Hamilton 
County Farmers’ Telephone Association 
be and the same is hereby prohibited from 
furnishing or supplying telephone service 
by means of individual telephone instru- 
ments to any of the present local sub- 
scribers of the Lincoln Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. located in the village of 
Hampton or in the territory tributary 
thereto, who may hereafter discontinue 
the individual telephone service now fur- 
nished them by the said Lincoln Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. 


The said Hamilton County Farmers’ 
Telephone Association is hereby pro- 
hibited from constructing telephone lines 
for the purpose of serving subscribers 
of the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. as aforesaid; and that the Lincoln 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. be and the 
same is hereby prohibited from furnish- 
ing individual telephone service to any of 
the present local subscribers of said Ham- 
ilton County Farmers’ Telephone Associa- 
tion who may discontinue such telephone 
service other than such persons or cor- 
porations as may have been subscribers of 
the local exchange service of the Lincoln 
company on and. after the 5th day of 
April, 1918. 

And the said Lincoln Telephone com- 
pany is hereby prohibited from construct- 
ing telephone lines for the purpose of fur 
nishing service to the subscribers of said 
Hainilton County company as aforesaid.” 

Prior to the issuance of this order the 
Hamilton county company proceeded to 
carry the war into the Lincoln company’s 
territory by soliciting and securing some 
30 subscribers on rural lines located 
north and northeast of Hampton, and was 
proceeding to string a line to them when 
the Lincoln company went into the dis- 
trict court of Hamilton county and se- 
cured an order temporarily restraining 
such construction on the ground that it 
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was being done in a manner calculated 
to interfere with its own service. 

Judge Corcoran personally examined 
the work and the lines and then ordered 
the injunction dismissed on the condition 
that the Farmers’ company string its 
wires at a sufficient distance from its com- 
petitor as to avoid any possible impair- 
ment of service. Then the Lincoln com- 
pany took the matter before the commis- 
sion and secured the order previously re- 
cited. At the same time it petitioned the 
commission for an order permitting it 
to discontinue toll service to the several 
exchanges served by the other company 
on the ground that the fact that this toll 
connection exists is being used as an ar- 
gument to get subscribers away from it 
at the Hampton exchange. 

To this the Hamilton county company 
replied that the commission has no power 
to enforce an order of consolidation; that 
it has no authority to forbid one com- 
pany from soliciting business in a com- 
petitive field or to accept such business 
when it is offered, and that the Lincoln 
company cannot be permitted to sever 
toll connections because of a state law 
requiring telephone companies to accept 
Lusiness from everybody, including their 
competitors. While this was pending the 
Hamilton County company went into the 
local court and secured a temporary or- 
der restraining the other from severing 
the toll connection. 

The commission has been inclined to 
favor consolidation, and is of the opinion 
that the Lincoln company should remain 
in control of the field because of its bet- 
ter constructed facilities and because it 
now has nearly four times as many sub- 
scribers as the other. The Lincoln com- 
pany has offered to either buy or sell, 
but its rival says it is no position to buy 
and cannot sell because the county seat, 
where it has no competition desires con- 
nection with Hampton. 

Commissioner Hall says that it is true the 
legislature has refused to pass a “con- 
venience and necessity” law conferring 
that power on the legislature, but that the 
request was made at a time when the ma- 
jority of the commission held that the 
Constitution does not confer such power, 
and he desired it made a specific direc- 
tion by the legislature. Now the ma- 
jority of the commission and its attorney 
hold that the constitutional amendment 
that created the commission and gave it 
control over rates and service conferred 
power to also regulate competition: 

Because of the position of the commis- 
sion the controversy is certain to go into 
the courts for a decision as to whether 
the commission possesses such power. 


Pending Mergers Said to Clear Up 
Competitive Exchanges. 
Hearings were held by the California 
Railroad Commission this month on the 
applications for approval of the sale of 
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the Home properties at San Diego, Cal., 
to the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
and the sale of the Pacific properties at 
Santa Monica, Seach and Ox- 
nard to the Home companies in the re- 
spective places. 

Present indications are that all of these 
consolidations will be approved. When 
these mergers have been consummated, it 
is said that they will clear up the last of 
the competitive exchanges in California 
and leave the Independent companies well 
represented in the field. 


Redondo 


Illinois Company Given Permission 
to Increase Its Rates. 

The Illinois’ Public Utilities Commis- 
sion, on July 1, granted the application of 
the Lyman Telephone Co. for permission 
to increase its rates for telephone service 
in the villages of Roberts and Thaw- 
ville from $18 to $24 for single line busi- 


ness telephones and from $12 to $15 per, 
year for single line residence telephones. . 


A fair value of $19,500 was fixed upon 
the property for rate-making purposes by 
the commission. Upon this base it was 
estimated that the proposed rates would 
yield a return of 4.5 per cent upon the in- 
vestment after providing for deprecia- 
tion. 


New Rate Schedule Substituted 
for Vacated Order. 


Upon complaint of the Marissa Tele- 
phone Co., which operates in the town of 
Marissa and vicinity, the Illinois Public 
Litilities Commission vacated its order of 
June 5, fixing the rates of the complaint 
and authorized the substitution of the fol- 


lowing schedule in lieu thereof. 


City: 

Single party business telephones, $27 
per year. 

Single party residence telephones, $1& 
per year. 

Multi-party residence $15 
per year. 

Switching to rural lines, five cents per 
call. 

Rural: 

Party line business telephones to coal 
mining companies, $36 per year. 

Switching to city and other rural lines, 
five cents per call. 


telephones, 


New Toll Rates for Chicago Sub- 
urbs Ordered Filed. 


Discriminatory toll rates for telephone 
service between Chicago and some of its 
suburbs, charged by the Chicago Tele- 
phone Co.; must-be abandoned and a new 
schedule of rates filed within 90 days, ac- 
cording to an order issued July 19, by the 
Illinois Public: Utilities Commission. 

The ruling: was based on a petition 
filed before the commission by Attorney 
Myer J. Stein, of Oak Park, with offices 
in City Hall Square building, Chicago, 
December 4, 1916, in which Mr. Stein 
charged that the toll rates between Chi- 
cago and Oak Park are exorbitant. 
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Specific relief in the Oak Park case 
is denied, but the ‘commission finds that 
the ordinance of the city of Chicago fix 
ing the rates for toll service, so far as 
they affect discriminatory charges, are 
not binding on the company. 

The only justification offered by the 
company, it is said, for the apparent dis- 
crimination in rates was the provisions 
of the ordinances. 

Rate Increase Granted in Prince- 
ville, Ill., and Vicinity. 

The Keck Telephone Co., which serves 
107 subscribers in Ill., and 
vicinity was given permission by the Ilh- 
nois 


Princeville, 


Public Utilities Commission, in an 
crder handed down July 1, to increase its 
rates as follows: 


New rates 
Oldrates per 
per annum, annum. 


Main line business tele- 

Ee | $21 
Main line residence tele- 

ES in te wemechaaad 15.00 1 
Party’ line telephone ..... 13.20 ) 
Farmer line telephone, 

DEE: cekceeenuneenet 5.00 18 
Farmer line telephone, 

CS eee 15 


A discount of 10 cents per month is 
allowed on all of these rates if the rental 
is paid by the 10th of the current month 
or if the rental is paid one vear in ad- 
vance by the 10th of January a discount 
of $1.70 is allowed. 

Upon a valuation of $9,000 fixed for 
rate-making purposes, it was estimated 
tlat the increased rates would yield a 
return of 6.7 per cent. 
the magneto type, partly metallic and 
partly grounded. In addition to the ser- 
vice furnished by the local exchange, the 
company’s patrons have free access to 
about 1,600 other stations by inter-com- 
pany agreements. 


The system is of 





Washington (Ill.) Company to In- 
crease Service Rates. 


The Washington Home Telephone Co., 
which operates an exchange in the city of 
Washington, IIl., serving about 410 city 
subscribers and 250 rural patrons, has 
been authorized by the Illinois Public 
Utilities Commission to increase its rates 
as follows: 


Old New 
Rates. Rates. 
Individual line business tele- 
Se aot are hut eb ion $24 $27 
Two-party line business tele- 
SS aes Re ee 24 
Individual line residence tele- 
ag oe ae ie ca cia 15 18 
Four-party line residence 
6 55 coat sre bots 12 15 


Party line rural telephones, 


grounded line ........... 12 18 
Party line rural telephones, 
ge” ae ae 15 21 


' A discount of 25 cents per month ap- 
plies to the rates for rural party line 
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telephones (grounded line or metallic 
line) if payment is made quarterly on or 
before the 15th day of the second month 
cf the current quarter. 

The cost new of the physical property 
is $32,788 and the cost new, less deprecia- 
tion, $22,628. The commission states in 
its opinion that the company’s operating 
expenses for the year ended December 
31, 1917 are low and that the property 
has been very economically managed. 

For the year 1915 no allowance what- 
ever was made for depreciation, while the 
sums of $1,268 and $1,350 were set aside 
in the years 1916 and 1917, respectively, 
which represent about 4 per cent of the 
cost new of the depreciable property. In 
view of the fact that the allowance for 
the years 1916 and 1917 is low, the com- 
mission ordered that a depreciation al- 
lowance of 6 per cent be set aside. 

While the proposed increase in rates, 
it was found, would not equal the in- 
creased operating expenses, the commis- 
sion held that the net income would still 
be sufficient to give the investors a rea- 
sonable return and ordered them made ef- 
fective as of July 1. 


Niantic (Ill.) Telephone Co. Grant- 
ed Increase in Rates. 

The Niantic Telephone Co., which op- 
erates in the village of Niantic and vicin- 
ity, has been authorized by the Illinois 
Public Utilities Commission to increase 
its annual rates as follows: 


Old New 
Rates. Rates 
Individual line business tele- 


RE Ser eee rer $15 $27 
Two-party line business tele- 
RRR ria ay dake eahans 15 24 
Individual line residence 
err re 15 21 
Four-party line residence 
eT ere re 15 18 


Party line rural telephones.. 15 21 
Party line rural service sta- 


BD. ccc cuponcebasiees skies 4 7 
Business extension telephones 6 
Residence extension _ tele- 

Pa ee 6 
Extension bells, business or 

WO 5. Pi aw bd sa omes 3 
Extra listing of name in di- 

rrr 3 
*Flat rate charge for service 

With FRMOPOMS ........... 5 3 
*Flat rate charge for service 

with Harrisburg ......... 5 3 
*Flat rate charge for service 

Wet RQUMOTN 2 on oc i ccaees 5 3 


*In ‘addition to regular rate. 

An extra charge of $1.80 per year. will 
be made for desk sets. 

A discount of 25 cents per month is 
allowed on the rates for business and 
residence service if payment is made by 
the 15th of the current month. The rural 
rates are payable quarterly in advance, 
with a discount allowance of 25 cents per 
month if payment is made by the 15th 
of the second month of the quarter. 

The company serves 22 business, 73 
residence and 85 rural subscribers and, in 
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addition, switches 105 farmers stations. 
Upon a valuation of $10,000 placed upon 
the company’s property by the commis- 


sion, it was estimated that the proposed © 


rates would yield a return of 3.63 per 
cent. 


Story City (Iowa) Company 

Takes Steps to Secure Franchise. 

At a recent meeting of the city council 
of Story City, Iowa, General Manager, 
Frank Boardman and others of the Story 
County Independent Telephone’ Co., 
which has recently acquired a majority 
of the stock of the Story City company, 
asked that an election be heid to grant 
the Story City company a franchise. The 
council seemed in favor of such action 
which will obviate the necessity of cir- 
culating a petition among the people for 
such an event. 

While the Story City company has been 
operating for some time in the city, it has 
never had a franchise and has operated 
under a city ordinance which could be re- 
voked at any time a majority of the 
council wanted to take such action. 

As the new majority holders of the 
stock wanted to make some extensive im- 
provements in the plant extensions of 
lines and other work they felt that they 
should operate under a franchise voted 
by the people. 

No franchise has yet been framed nor 
offered the people but as soon as this has 
been done it is expected that the council 
will order the necessary election held. 


Plans for Consolidation at Lafay- 
ette, Ind., Completed. 

The unification of the Bell and Inde- 
pendent telephone systems at Lafayette, 
Ind., was formally completed recently 
when the petition of F. O. Cuppy, man- 
ager of the Lafayette Telephone Co., for 
authority to sell $70,000 additional capi- 
tal stock was granted by the Indiana 
Public Service Commission. Of this 
amount $55,000 is to be used in purchas- 
ing the Bell properties, $8,000 for making 
the connections needed, and the remainder 
for other expenses which may arise. 
There was no protest to the petition. 

Mr. Cuppy hopes to make a temporary 
connection within a month, although the 
permanent physical connection cannot be 
made for some time owing to scarcity of 
materials. 

Toll Rate Reductions in New 
Jersey Announced. 

The New Jersey Public Utilities Com- 
mission has been notified by the New 
York Telephone Co., that it has put into 
effect the new schedule of rates designed 
to effect a reduction of approximately 
$800,000 a year in the revenues of the 
company. 

The new schedules which have been 
filed with the ¢ommissijon apply to 


ssaue 
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charges between toll stations in New 
Jersey and between a number of New 
Jersey stations and New York City. 

In many instances charges which have 
ranged from 15 to 30 cents have been 
reduced by taking five cents off the initial 
toil charges. These reductions are the 
results of the investigations of telephone 
rates made by the public utility commis- 
sioners and the board’s order requiring 
a readjustment of charges to effect a re- 
duction in revenues. 





Kentucky Company Files Notice of 
Increase in Rates. 

The Fayette Home Telephone Co., 
operating lines in Lexington and Fayette 
county, recently served notice on the city 
commissioners of Lexington, Ky., that 
the company would increase the rates 
50 cents per month per station, effective 
August 1. 


Hearing Resumed on Southern 
Bell Rate Application. 
Hearing on the application of the 
Southern Bell Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. to increase its rates in 12 North Car- 
olina towns, including Charlotte, Wins- 
ton-Salem, Wilmington, and Asheville, 
was resumed by the North Carolina Cor- 
poration Commission at Raleigh on July 

9, 

Vice-President J. M. B. Hoxey, of the 
Southern Bell, submitted a comprehensive 
statement and then was questioned at 
great length by representatives of the 
various cities. In his direct statement 
he said the contract as to the 4% per cent 
charges to the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., as originally written in- 
volved only the supplying of telephone in- 
struments and transmission coils along 
with the use of patents the parent com- 
pany controlled, but that subsequently by 
letter, directorate resolutions, and by 
practice, a great variety of benefits are 
received including invaluable engineer- 
ing assistance, financial co-operation, legal 


advice and fundamental studies of speci‘ic 


exchanges for most scientific installation 
or readjustment of telephone equipment 

A suitcase full of blue prints and speci- 
fications as to Charlotte alone supplied 
by the American Bell engineers, was 
produced. 

Mr. Hoxey enumerated economies de- 
veloped in cable service for conduiting 
lines of wire and other improved fea- 
tures of telephone installation as_ rep- 
resenting vast savings much greater: than 
the 4% per cent gross earnings paid. 

He insisted that benefits received 
through this alliance assured by the con- 
tract between the two companies greatly 
exceeded the payment of the 4% per cent 
under consideration. 

The company was ordered to file its 
contract regarding the 4% per cent 
charges to the American Telephone & 
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Telegraph Co., before the resumption of 
the hearing the following week. 
Temporary Injunction in Rate 
Increase at Newark, Ohio. 

Judge Park B. Blair, in the common 
pleas court at Newark, Ohio, recently 
granted an injunction to the city in which 
it seeks to prevent an advance in rentals 
announced by the Newark Telephone Co. 
to become effective July 1. 


Telephone Rate Increase at Clifton, 
Texas, Enjoined. 

Judge O. L. Lockett of Cleburne, 
Texas, has granted the petition of the 
city council of Clifton, asking that the 
Texas Telephone Co. be restrained from 
advancing the rental on‘ residence and 
business telephones. The telephone com- 
pany is also directed to reinstate all tele- 
phones taken out and restore the excess 
rental collected in the way of advanced 


rates. When the merger of the South- 
western and Independent systems was 
effected about two years ago, a pro- 


vision was made that the city council 
would exercise supervision and control 
over the rental charges. 

Additional Evidence Taken in Fort 
Worth, Texas, Case. 
Additional testimony showing the 
physical valuation of the property of the 
Southwestern Telegraph & Telephone Co. 
in Fort Worth, Texas, was introduced 
July 11, before Judge W. J. J. Smith, 
master in chancery, at the hearing on the 
proposed increase in telephone rates.- G. 
A. Kositzy, engineer for the telephone 
company, occupied the witness stand for 

the greater part of the day. 

Reproduction of the company’s prop- 
erty in the city would cost $2,945,005, Mr. 
Kositzy stated, supporting his figures 
with exhaustive exhibits and inventories. 

R. J. Benzel, accountant and _statis- 
tician for the company for the five states 
in the Southwestern district, also testi- 
fied. 

The hearing continued until Friday 
afternoon, July 12, when a recess of 
three weeks was asked for by counsel 
for the city in order to prepare for cross- 
examination of witness. The hearing 
will be resumed on Monday, August, 5. 





Dakota Central to Increase Rates 
at Wilmot, S. D. 

The Dakota. Central Telephone Co., 
which has been furnishing service at Wil- 
mot, S. D., at $1 per month to all sub- 
scribers, regardless of their classification, 
has been authorized by the South Dakota 
Railroad Commission to increase its rates 
as follows: 

Main line business metallic circuit, $1.- 
75 per month. 

Main line residence metallic circuit, $1.- 
25 per month. 
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Party line residence, $1 per month. 

The company is authorized to publish 
rates 25 cents in excess of these rates, 
and if the rental is paid by the 15th of 
the current month a discount of 25 cents 
is to be allowed. 

From its Wilmot exchange the Dakota 
Central company furnishes service to 44 
business subscribers, 16 main line resi- 
dence subscribers, 52 party line residence 
subscribers and one special service sub- 
scriber. 

The fair value of the property, used 
and useful, was fixed at $6,800 for this 
case. Upon this value it was found 
that the proposed rates would yield a net 
return of about 7 per ceit, after making 
an aliowance of 7 per cent for deprecia- 
tion. 


Law on Tapping of Telephone Line 
Does Not Apply Here. 

The Arizona Pen. Code 1913, § 692, 
provides that every person who by means 
of any machine, instrument, or contri- 
vance, or in any other manner, willfully 
and fraudulently reads, or attempts to 
read, any message or to learn the con- 
tents thereof while it is being sent over 
any telegraph or telephone line, shall be 
punishable. 

The court held that this does not apply 
to the act of secretly placing a dicto- 
graph over the transom of a room in a 
hotel for the purpose of learning the con- 
tents of a telephone message sent through 
a transmitter in the room, the room not 
being a receiving or sending office of a 
telegraph or telephone company, nor did 
the interception take place while the mes- 
sage was being sent over the line. State 
vs. Behringer; Supreme Court of Ari- 
zona; 172 Pacific, 660. 


Power of County to Regulate Tele- 
phone Company. 

Conceding that a county can, under po- 
lice power, require a telephone company 
to pay a pole rent to defray expenses of 
supervision and inspection, an order of 
the county court making payment neces- 
sary only on failure to comply with cer- 
tain requirements could not be consid- 
ered such an exercise of the police pow- 
er. 

If a county court is without power toa 
regulate the service or rates of telephone 
companies, it is equally without power to 
impose a penalty for bad service or ex- 
tortionate rates. Shelby County vs. Cum- 
berland Telephone & Telegraph Co.; Su- 
preme Court of Tennessee; 203° South- 
western, 342. 


Summary of State Commission 


Hearings and Rulings. 
CALIFORNIA. 

July 10: Hearing at San Diego on the 
petition for the approval of the sale of 
the San Diego Home Telephone Co. to 
the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
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July 10: Hearing at Santa Monica on 
the petition for the approval of the sale 
of the properties of the Pacific Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. in Santa Monica and 
vicinity to the Santa Monica Bay Home 
Telephone Co. 

July 10: Hearing at Redondo Beach 
on the petition for the approval of the 
sale of the properties of the Pacific Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. in Redondo Beach 
and vicinity to the Redondo Home Tele- 
phone Co. 

July 10: Hearing at Oxnard on the 
petition for the approval of the sale of 
the properties of the Pacific Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. in Oxnard and vicinity 
to the Oxnard Home Telephone Co. 


ILLINOIs. 
July 1: The commission authorized 
the Peoples Mutual Telephone Co., of 


Davis, Lll., to increase its toll rates from 
its exchanges at Pecatonica, Davis and 
Durand, to Freeport, from five to 10 
cents for three minutes with an extra 
charge of five cents for each two min- 
utes or a fraction thereof in excess of 
three minutes. No. 8035. 

July !: The commission suspended the 
proposed rates for telephone service in 
the village of Edelstein and vicinity of 
the Lawn Ridge Telephone Co. until No- 
vember 28, 1918, pending an investigation 
concerning the propriety of the rates. No. 
8271. 

July 1: Lyman Telephone Co. author- 
ized to increase its rates in the villages 
of Roberts and Thawville from $18 to 
$24 per year for single line business tele- 
phones and from $12 to $15 per year for 
single line residence telephones. No. 7611. 

July 1: The commission authorized the 
Niantic Telephone Co., operating in Ni- 
antic and vicinity, to increase its rates. 
No. 8130. 

July 3: Washington (Ill.) Home Tele 
phone Co. authorized to increase its rates 
on all classes of service and provide an 
additional classification for two-party line 
business telephones. No. 8085. 

July 3: The commission vacated its 
order dated June 5, 1918, establishing a 
rate schedule for the Marissa Telephone 
Co., of Marissa and vicinity, and ap- 
proved a revised rate schedule. No. 7427. 

July 9: Receivers of Central Union 
Telephone Co. filed petition asking ap- 
proval of the purchase of the Home Tele- 
phone Co. at Champaign. 

July 19: Ruling issued on contention 
of Meyer J. Stein, of Oak Park, filed 
December 4, 1916, that the Chicago Tele- 
phone Co., under its city ordinance, is 
charging discriminatory rates for service 
between Austin and Oak Park and from 
the latter suburb to other parts of Chi- 
cago. Mr. Stein said the charge for a 
call from Oak Park to Austin, a part of 
Chicago, is 5 cents, whereas to any 
other part of Chicago it is 10 cents. 
A reasonable schedule of rates between 
Chicage and suburbs within 15 miles of 
the city hall must be made out within 
9) days by the Chicago Telephone Co. 
The commission’s ruling likewise takes 
away from the city council the right to 
fix telephone rates between Chicago and 
adjacent suburbs. 

So-called discriminatory rates were 
cited in connection with the plea of Mr. 
Stein. The only justification of these 
rates, it was declared, was that they had 
been sanctioned by the city council, which 
had no authority in the matter. 

July 23: Hearing at Chicago on the 
application of the Ideal Telephone Co. 
for authority to increase rates for tele- 
phone service in Yates City, Douglas and 
vicinity. No. 89341. 
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July 23: Hearing at Chicago on the 
application of the Manhattan Telephone 
Co. for authority to increase rates for 
telephone service in Manhattan. No. 
8323. 

July 23: Hearing at Springfield in the 
case of the village of LaPrairie vs. the 
Shilo, German Mutual, Houston and Eli 
telephone companies and reorganization 
committee of the Western Illinois Tele- 
phone Co. on complaint of insufficient 
telephone service in the village of La- 
Prairie. Petition filed by the village of 
LaPrairie for rehearing and order. No. 
5565. ; ; 

July 24: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of the proposed advance in rates 
for telephone service at Clinton, Farmer 
City, Mansfield, Weldon, Kenney and 
Waynesville by the National Telephone 
& Electric Co. No. 8242. 

July 24: Hearing at Chicago on the 
application of the Mt. Carroll Mutual 
Telephone Co. for an order authorizing 
the issue of its mortgage loan in the 
amount of $4,600 and also its capital 
stock in the amount of $2,100. No. 8363. 

INDIANA. 

July 13: Hearing in regard to the 
petition of the Southern Telephone Co., 
of Indiana, to increase rates, which was 
to have been held at Jeffersonville on 
this date, has been postponed indefinitely. 

July 16: Petition filed by the Roach- 
dale Telephone Co., of Roachdale, Ind., 
for authority to increase its rates. 

July 17: Petition filed by the Lapel 
Telephone Co. asking authority to in- 
crease rates at Lapel, Ind. 

July 17: The commission issued an or- 
der authorizing the Lafayette Telephone 
Co., at Lafayette, Ind., to sell $70,000 
additional capital stock to cover the pur- 
chase of the Central Union system at 
Lafayette. 

July 20: Petition filed by the Rush- 
ville Co-operative Telephone Co., of 
Rushville, Ind., for authority to establish 
an exchange at Glenwood, Ind. 

July 23: Hearing at Indianapolis on 
the petition of the Ferndale Stock Farm, 
M. V. Johnson, president, complaining 
against service of the Hoosier Telephone 
Co. at Salem, Ind. 

July 25: Hearing at Indianapolis on 
the petition of the Farmers Mutual Tele- 
phone Co. at Vevay, Ind., for authority 
to increase its rates. 

July 25: Hearing at La Grange on the 
petition of the Pretty Prairie Telephone 
Co. asking for an increase in rates at 
Howe, Ind. 

July 26: Hearing at Kendallville on 
the petition of the Corunna Telephone 
Co. for an increase in rates at Corunna. 

July 27: Hearing at Albion on the 
petition of the Avilla Mutual Telephone 
Co. for authority to increase its rates. 

July 27: Hearing at Albion, Ind., on 
the petition of the Noble County Tele- 
phone Co., of Albion, for an increase 
in rates. 

KANSAS. 

July 12: Application filed by the 
Arkansas Valley Telephone Co., of Great 
Bend, for permission to sell its properties 
to the Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. 

MINNESOTA. 


July 25: Hearing at Eden Valley on 
the application of the Eden Valley Tele- 
phone Exchange Co. for permission to 
increase its local and rural rates at Eden 
Valley and vicinity. 

July 26: Hearing at Maple Lake on 
the application of the Maple Lake Tele- 
phone Co. for permission to increase its 
local and rural rates at Maple Lake and 
vicinity. 


TELEPHONY 


August 2: Hearing at Annandale on 
application of Annandale Telephone Ex- 
change Co. for authority tc increase its 
rates for business, residence and rural 
service. 

MIssourI. 


June: The commission dismissed the 
application of the Farmers Mutual Tele- 
phone Co. of Knox county for a certifi- 
cate of convenience and necessity to con- 
struct and operate an exchange in the 
city of Edina, as service is already fur- 
nished in that territory by the Edina 
Telephone Co. The Edina Telephone 
Co., however, was ordered to refrain 
from attempting to require its subscrib- 
ers to execute a written contract with 
it incident to the company’s furnishing 
telephone service to promulgate a rule 
that all of its rural lines will be switched 
into its Edina exchange by each line col- 
lectively paying. the required switching 
fees semi-annually in advance. No. 1504. 

July 8: Application filed by the South- 
ern Bell Telephone Co. for authority to 
increase its toll rates about 9 per cent. 
The proposed advance, it is estimated, 
will add about $112,252 annually to the 
company’s revenues. 

July 22: Hearing at Charleston on the 
application of the Southwestern Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. for increase in 
rates at Charleston. 

July 25: Hearing at Fornfelt on the 
application of the Kelso Telephone Co. 
for an increase in rates. 

July 25: Hearing at Cape Girardeau on 
the application for an increase in rates 
by the Advance Telephone Co. at Marble 
Hill, Tuxico and Advance. 


NEBRASKA. 


July 16: The commission granted the 
application of the Nebraska Telephone 
Co. for permission to establish and pub- 
lish a schedule of rates for its Valley ex- 
change of $2.50 a month for business 
telephone, $1.50 and $1.25 for residence 
service. These rates also include service 
with the exchanges at the adjoining 
towns of Waterloo and Elkhorn. The 
rate for farm telephones on the Valley 
exchange is $1.25 and if service is de- 
sired on the other two exchanges the 
rate shall be $1.50. 

July 16: It appearing from the records 
of the commission that the Octavia Tele- 
phone Co. has never issued the $200 stock 
authorized three years ago and that the 
company has been dissolved, an order 
cancelling this stock was issued by the 
commission. 

July 16: Following a hearing on the 
objections filed by sundry citizens to the 
increase of rates on the Hebron exchange 
of the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., it is ordered that protestants be given 
15 days in which to file briefs and the 
company 10 days thereafter to file reply 
briefs. 

July 16: Application of the Seneca 
Telephone Co. for authority to publish 
rates of $2 for business service and $1.50 
for farm and residence, an increase of 
50 cents a month, granted. 


July 16: Application of Seneca Tele- 
phone Co. for validation of $2,000 stock 
issue and for permission to issue $1,000 
additional; it appearing that the $2,000 
stock has been issued under a mistaken 
idea of the law and the proceeds have 
been actually expended for the legitimate 
purchase of a bankrupt company’s prop- 
erty and for rebuilding lines, and that the 
$1,000 stock asked for is treasury stock 
to be used only for additions and better- 
ments, order of validation and permis- 
sion was issued. 

July 17: Application of the Cedar 
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County Telephone Co. for extension of 
time tor one year for compliance with 
order recently issued requiring recon- 
struction of farm lines and the reduc- 
tion of telephones to a maximum of ten 
on each line, on the ground that the war 
had made difficult the purchase of sup- 
plies and the employment of proper labor, 
filed and considered. 

The commission is of the opinion that 
as the controlling factor in the applica- 
tion for higher farm rates was the un- 
satisfactory condition of farm lines, due 
to overloading, it is not proper for the 
company to collect the higher rates au- 
thorized and fail to comply with the 
other provisions of the order. The com- 
mission, however, is not insensible to the 
scarcity of material and men and is will- 
ing to make an allowance therefor. The 
company is, therefore, granted six months’ 
time to comply with the reconstruction 
order. 

July 17: Application of the Gothen- 
burg Telephone Co. for permission to 
publish a charge of 25 cents a month for 
desk telephone service; it appearing to 
the commission that such charge is rea- 
sonable and in line with previous orders 
covering various exchanges, permission 
was granted. 

July 17: Complaint of Theodore Ten- 
brinck that the Arlington Telephone Co. 
severed connections with his farm home 
because of refusal to pay a year in ad- 
vance, settled and dismissed; restoration 
of service ordered. 

July 17: Application of Obert Tele- 
phone Co. for permission to increase 
switching charges from 35 cents a month 
to 45 cents, granted. 


July 17: Application of the Haigler 
Equity Telephone Co. for permission to 
establish schedule of $1.75 for individual 
and two-party business service, $1 for 
residences and 50 cents a month for 
switching, granted, with usual restrictions 
as to expenditure and payment of no 
more than 7 per cent dividends. 


July 17: Application of Hamilton 
County Farmers Telephone Co. for per- 
mission to issue $1,000 additional stock, 
filed. 


July 18: Complaint filed by Fred Ire- 
land as to service given by the Wyoming 
& Nebraska Telephone Co., filed. 


July 19: Motion of the Hamilton 
County Farmers Telephone Co. for vaca- 
tion of an order forbidding company 
from soliciting subscribers of Lincoln 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. on Hampton 
exchange and constructing lines to serve 
them, filed. 


NortH CAROLINA. 


July 9: Continued hearing on the ap- 
plication of the Southern Bell Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. for permission to in- 
crease its rates in 12 North Carolina 
towns, including Charlotte, Winston- 
Salem, Wilmington and Asheville. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


July 18: Application filed for approval 
of the sale of the Central District Tele- 
phone Co., operating in western Penn- 
sylvania, to the Bell Telephone Co., the 
consideration being given at $16,317,000. 
The Central District has always been 
part of the Bell system. 

WISCONSIN. 

July 22: Hearing on investigation, on 
motion of the commission, of the switch- 
ing rates of the Wautoma-Mt. Morris 
Telephone Co. at Wautoma and the 
Coloma Telephone Co. at Coloma. U-1368 

Julv 24: Hearing on the application of 
the Coloma Telephone Co. for authority 
to increase rates. U-1381. 








What Is Your Company Doing? 


Chats About Company Doings. 
By Stanley R. Edwards. 

“Your little accidents with the minor 
injuries, or no injuries at all resulting, 
are just as much a measure of your abil- 
ity as a workman, as is the character of 
the work you do.” 

“He is a wise man who guards his own 
carelessness and ‘bewares’ the thought- 
lessness of his fellowmen.” 

These are quotations from the Safety 
First Bulletin of the Texas Telephone 
Co., which apply particularly to the prin- 
cipals in the accident so graphically re- 
lated on the reproduced page from the 
Bulletin. 

A groundman at Merrill, Wis., was en- 
gaged in removing some junk wire in the 
yard adjoining the company’s building, 
when he stepped on a board lying on the 
ground which had several upturned nails 
in it. The groundman sustained a slight 
punctured wound of the heel. 

Again it is “the old, old story of the 
nail.” 





Following up his advertisement regard- 
ing the payment of telephone rentals by 
check or at the office, thus iliminating 
the need for collectors, the manager of 
the Modern Telephone Co. presents other 
advantages of paying promptly. 

The advertisement, it will be observed, 
is written from the subscriber’s view- 
point. That is, it is so worded that the 
subscriber’s interest rather than the com- 
pany’s is considered. 





R. H. Elliott, the instructor in charge 
of the telephone engineering school of 
the Lincoln (Neb.) Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., has made an interesting com- 
pilation and comparison that is calcu- 
lated to make employes of telephone com- 
panies sit up and take notice. In the 
course of conducting the school, Mr. EI- 
liott gained the impression that the slow 
students—those who were dilatory in 
handing in their answers—were treating 
themselves badly, rather than the com- 
pany. He proceeded to prove this in a 
startling manner. 

The several hundred students of the 
school were divided into two groups— 
those who answered their last demonstra- 
tion or lesson within 30 days being tagged 
as “satisfactory,” the time limit being 
made so liberal because of the weather 
and ‘business conditions, and those 30 
days behind in replies being marked 
“slow.” 

“I then consulted the employment rec- 
ord of each student,” said Mr. Elliott, 
“and marked opposite his name his aver- 
age yearly increase in monthly salary. I 
found these to range all the way from 
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St Joseph, Mo. Lineman working on pole, dead-ending 
a@ messenger. Policeman leaned up againsi the mail box 
on the pole, under the lineman. Groundman warned police- 
man to move. He looked up in iime to catch a 5-8 Inch 


nut on his head. 


Result. Nut went through policeman’s helmei and cut 
his ear and knocked him to the pavement. No permanent 
injury, but difficult to explain to the chief. 








“Safety First’? Bulletin of the Texas Telephone Co. and Associated Companies Tells a 
Story Graphically and to the Point—Actual Occurrences Are Cited as Examples. 














You Are Glad You Paid The 
Telephone Bill During June 


Possibly you found your account happened to be two or three 
months in arrears and you had to pay more than you expected, 
because the months slip by so quickly, and those few long dis- 
tance calls added—most everybody has one or two each month— 
made you decide at once that it would be a good thing for you 
to pay each month regularly, instead of having so large a bill 
to pay as you had in June. 


—And you remembered to ask for a new directory while you 
were paying your bill at the office. The cashier also explained 
about that long distance bill you had forgotten about and you 
obtained information you wanted relative to moving your tele- 
phone. You reported the trouble you had been haying with your 
telephone and saw, face to face, those whom you had formerly 
considered as unknown to you. 


If you mailed your check this month it was because the tele- 
phone bill came to you as a reminder—and you did it at once on 
receipt of the bill. It is only a short distance from Main street 
to the telephone office, or to the drug stores, if you live on the 
north side. You have to go to the City Hall to pay your water 
rent and taxes, promptly, or submit to a penalty alsa. So you 
possibly decided you would not always expect collectors to call 
nowadays, anyway. 


Modern Telephone Company 
The Independent Building 


Service and Progress Streets 





























The Modern Telephone Co. Runs an Advertisement Eacn Thursday in the Local Evening 
Paper at a Cost of $4.20. This is the Full Size of the Advertisement. 
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$1 a month to $25 a month during the 
year for the ‘satisfactory,’ and from $1 
to $15 a month for the ‘slow’ students. 
Averaging these, [ found that the monthly 
increase of the first group for the year 
averaged $9.26, while that of the other 
averaged $6.02. I also examined the rec- 
ords of those who are not enrolled in 
the schools and found that they have 
made an average advance in salary per 
month of only $5.27 per year. 

“This analysis proves that the live, pro- 
gressive employes who are winning pro- 
motion, are also the live, progressive stu- 
dents. You can readily imagine which 
list I would consult to find the right man 
for a promotion when a department head 
asks the school to find a real live man to 
fill a good position.” 


The Allen Properties, of which W. N. 
McAnge, Corinth, Mass., is vice-presi- 
dent and general manager, is using bill- 
board advertising. The illustration shows 
one of the signs of the Stantonville Tele- 
phone Co. 

The molding around the boards is 
painted green, while the light part next 
to it is bluish-gray. The dark back- 
ground is dark blue with the lettering in 
white. The Kellogg deskstand is in black 
and white on the yellow painted ovals 
with a light green for the connecting re- 
ceiver cord. 

The advertisement shown is placed in 
the residential sections while another of 
the same design but with other wording 
—“Rapid Fire Service to Any Point in 
the United States’—is located in the 
business section. 

“It is our idea,” says Mr. McAnge, “to 
place from two to three of these in each 
town of over 2,000 inhabitants where we 
operate.” 

The language and sentence structure 
of these bulletin board advertisements 


TELEPHONY 


ness on a strictly cash basis. The an- 
nouncement was made in this newspaper 
iiem addressed to the company’s patrons 
and signed by J. W. Glauner, vice-presi- 
dent: 

“Labor, materials, and in fact every- 
thing necessary to give good telephone 
service, have increased in price. This 
company has practiced and is practicing 
the most rigid economy to meet this in- 
creased cost. Our method of economizing 
is to discount all our bills for material 
and supplies, and this requires cash. 

The company therefore has decided to 
place its business on a strictly cash basis, 
in the belief that the cash dollar is the 
one that pays the most debts. With this 
idea in view, the board of directors has 
passed the following order: 

A subscriber whose telephone rental 
is unpaid at the end of any quarter, and 
fails to pay same by the 15th of the 


first month of the next quarter, will be. 


classed as a delinquent and his telephone 
will be disconnected without further no- 
tice, and removed as promptly as possible. 
This order becomes effective July Ist, 
1918.” 


In Allentown, Pa., the Bell company 
used this plan for attracting attention 
with a view of securing young women 
for operators: 

A large card containing attractive group 
photographs of the telephone operators, 
their work and diversions, was placed in 
the window of the office building. 





The Michigan State Telephone Co. in 
preparing its subscribers for a change in 
its directory from a single column to 
two columns, gives a number of argu- 


ments in favor of the two-column ar- 
rangement. 
It is stated that scientific investiga- 
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Bill-Board Sign Advertisements for Residential Districts. 


are such that the message is quickly tions of legibility have shown that when 


grasped, while attention is attracted by 
the artistic design. 


The Morrow County Telephone Co., of 
Mt. Gilead, Ohio, recently put its’ busi- 


a reader consults a telephone directory, 
his misreadings are often due to the fact 
that his glance fails to follow the printed 
line printed letters do not completely 
fill the line. 
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The two-column directory results also 
in a saving of papers which is very desir- 
able at this time. In addition the num- 
ber of listings on each page is more than 
dotibled, which means the turning of 
fewer pages until the desired telephone 
number is located. 

Tn discussing obiections to having the 
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How to Handle the Grouch 





HEN a customer has a temporary 
grouth, what then? In the first 
place, listen Don't talk. Pay 

attention to the grouch. Let the cus- 
tomer tell the whvule story to the last 
word. 

Let him find fault. Let him abuse 
your institution. Let him explode if he 
insists upon it. 

Let him get the grouch éntirely out of 
his system. THEN— 

In the second place, begin gently and 
tactfully to put some pleasant ideas into 
him to take the place of the grouch 

Appreciate his troubles. Talk to him 
from his own viewpoint. 

This will surprise him. Ee has come 
at you as an enemy, and presto!—you are 
transformed into a sympathetic friend 

At once he begins to regret his bad tem. 
per. He makes some stumbling apologies 
—YOU HAVE WON HIM OVER! 
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WITH COMPLIMENTS OF 
THE KANSAS STATE INDEPENDENT 
TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION 
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Some Sound Advice. 


telephone number precede the name of 
the subscriber, it is stated that names 
cannot as readily be located. On finding 
the proper surname, the reader will im- 
mediately glance at the telephone num- 
ber without certifying the initials, desig- 
nation, or address, and this frequently re- 
sults in a wrong number being called. 
Finally when a person reads an entire 
listing, he must read back over the line 
to the telephone number, or jump back, 
in which case he is apt to pick ont the 
number above or below the right one. 

The form of listings, therefore, has 
been changed in the new directories to 
the arrangement of subscriber’s name, 
designation, address and telephone num- 
ber. 





L. M. Kraege, secretary of the Kansas 
Independent Telephone Association, is 
endorsing with his outgoing mail a little 
card containing advice on “How to 
Handle the Grouch.” 

The words and their arrangement are 
reproduced for there are telephone men 
in other states besides Kansas who have 
to deal with “grouches.”’ 





Sundry Snapshots Along the Trai 


Observations and Comments, Pertinent and Otherwise, 
On the Sunshine and Shadows of Telephone Work 


The lineman spins away to the office, 
Ere the sun is up in the sky; 
Grabs a bundle of cards at the switch 
board, 
Then over the roads doth fly. 
Stops a minute to fix a receiver, 
At the little brown house on the hill; 
Then he’s off to pull slack from some 
wires 
On the lead that runs back to the mill. 


Climbs a fence of rusty barbed wire, 
Into a pasture a mile from the town, 
To untangle a twisted-up circuit, 
Which a falling tree had torn down. 
Next he trims some trees by a wood lot, 
Where mosquitoes do harry him sore, 
Straightens a pole which was leaning far 
over, 
Then on to a country store. 


Replaces a pair of dry batteries 
For a rubber-neck farther along; 
Cleans out a lightning arrester 
And harks to that dear old song 
About the girls at the office 
Who are always fast asleep 
And never will answer the ringing— 
He could repeat it all in his sleep. 


All day he keeps on the hustle 
*Til the sun dips down in the west 
Then he “steps on the juice” 
“beats it” 
Back to his home and rest. 
Such is the life of a lineman 
As he labors from day to day; 
It’s hard on his clothes and temper— 
Surely he earns his pay. 


and 


It seems to me that, aside from the 
country doctor, whose calls, of course, 
are not so numerous, the repairman or 
“lineman,” as the ruralites call him in this 
neck of the woods, has about the most 
diverse line of duties as there is in any 
line of business. In the good old summer 
time, he is more than busy in good 
weather, for he is called here and there 
over a large expanse of territory to keep 
the system in full working order that the 
community may enjoy fully for what they 
pay in part—telephone service. 

At this season of the year, when farm- 
ers are busy at the harvests and their ma- 
chinery is apt to go out of commission at 
any time, it is increasingly important that 
he have immediate connection with the 
machine dealer or the veterinary surgeon, 
perhaps at any time. Parts will break 
and horses may get overheated at a time 
when minutes mean and when 
every bushel of grain lost is a handicap to 
the winning of the war. 


dollars 


In fact, the rushing of reinforcements 
to the place needed is as important here 
in the United States as it is in France. 
That means that the lines of communi- 
cation must be kept open—job of the line- 
man. 





By Well Clay 


We have found it greatly appreciated 
and helpful here when about to start 
out on a line, if we call at the machine 
dealers on the way and tell him where we 
are going. The idea is that if he has any 
extras which have just been ordered by 
some one with a breakdown, on the route 
we expect to travel, we can deliver them 
while on our way. Thus not only will 
the lines be kept working but the extra 
service of delivery will be given as well. 
It costs nothing and saves the rural sub- 
scriber the trouble of making a trip to 
town when he can be very profitably oc- 
cupied on his farm at other work while 
waiting. 

This is just a part of the game which 
can be played gratis at this time. It is 
just that much more added to the aggre- 
gate of effort towards winning a big war. 
As power is made up of an aggregate of 
applied efforts in this matter, as in oth- 
ers, so will each little extra effort count, 
just as the drop of water adds to the vol- 
ume in which it falls. 

Another thing along this line is of prac- 
tical value at this time. It is the using 
of care in going over the lines so that 
damage is not done to standing grain in 
the fields through which the lines run. 
Work, such as replacing poles and glass, 
or the re-setting of leaning poles in grain 
fields, should be deferred, if possible, un- 
til the grain is cut, as the trampling down 
and wasting of a bushel of grain by the 
re-setting of a few poles is just as much 
a loss to the nation as though it were 
sunken by a submarine of the enemy. 

Then, too, there is another side to this, 
at least with us in the wheat districts of 
the country. It is that we are being asked 
at this season of the year to release all 
labor possible from telephone activities 
for work in the harvests. A committee has 
been sent to call on our company with 
specific directions to get as many men as 
possible. 

To do this we have to scale down the 
crew to two men—one for the rural dis- 
tricts and one for the city. The rest are 
now either at war or in the fields. What 
this means to a company operating over a 
section of territory embracing 400 square 
miles can be imagined by most of our 
readers. Of course, other lines of busi- 
ness are doing similar work and the grain 
fields this year are being surprised by a 
number of people with whom they never 
before came in contact. 

It is work or fight, and, as it some- 
times happens, with the telephone man, as 
related above, it is both—he sometimes 
has to both work and fight (mosquitoes). 
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With the telephone business of the na- 
tion in its present position of uncertainty 
as to final ownership, it occurs to us to 
ask whether, in case the post office de- 
partment finally operates it, the postmas- 
ter will be willing in times like these to 
make the sacrifices which most of us are 
making now and go out on the lines per- 
sonally in order that others may be re- 
leased for salvage work in the grub line? 
I see him doing it, but the picture is a lit- 
tle fogged. 

There is an old saying which is just as 
true today as when it was first thought 
out. It is the one which tells us that “he 
who by the plough would thrive, must 
either hold or drive.” It was made at 
that remote period when it took two men 
to plough—one to hold the plow and the 
other to drive the oxen. Its application 
to the telephone business is that it makes 
clear that success in that line, as in the 
line of farming, depends principally on 
whether it is a personally-conducted oper- 
ation or not. I have never seen a farmer 
who did all his farm work by deputy, 
make a success of it. The personal in- 
terest and supervision must be there to 
make things go. There must be a posi- 
tive, administrative at hand all the while 
who knows the business or the operation 
will become lax and negative. 

Operations which are already lax and 
negative will welcome a nation-wide ap- 
plication of their error just as “like wel- 
comes like.” The manager who has lit- 
tle or no personal interest in a plant and 
has been content to slide along where the 
waters are the smoothest, will warmly 
support any move for the nation to take 
him over. 

The one who has a good financial in- 
terest as well as a personal pride in what 
he has helped to create and maintain on 
a good paying basis, wil! naturally hate 
to be superseded in the mnagement of its 
affairs, which he knows will naturally be 
less than his 
He is the kind of a manager who 
does not wait for rising costs to eat him 


satisfactory and efficient 


own, 


up before he applies the remedy of higher 
prices. 

He does not want his dividends guar- 
anteed by the government, or anyone else, 
but is willing to let 
and efficient 


good management 
take that. 
His plant is a one-man affair as to its 


service care of 
management, whether he holds a majority 
stock or not. He is 
right on hand to see when anything goes 
wrong and is capable of applying the 
remedy without loss of time. 


of its outstanding 


Of course, in time of war the business 
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of the country is ready and willing to 
sacrifice anything that will really assist, 
but no steps should be taken then that 
cannot be retraced when the time for sac- 
rifice is over. 

There are certain standards which must 
be followed in any business in order that 


FELEPRORY 


it may grow and continue, and one can- 
not get away from the fact any more than 
we can deny the truth of the old sayings 
which still hold good, even though their 
authors never saw an aeroplane or heard 
of the Kaiser. 

The assumption of government owner- 
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ship permanently will lose to the craft a 


_ good many efficient managers who will 


lose interest in running plants as deputies 
without the authority they have been used 
to administer. 
APHORISM: 
loses its legibility. 


A rubber stamp soon 


Biographical and Personal Notes 


Harold E. Bradley, secretary and 
treasurer of the Eastern Traffic Associa- 
tion, Philadelphia, Pa., for over a year 
has been “doing his bit,’ or rather his 
“best,” toward helping to win the war in 
the capacity of secretary of a Signal Re- 

















H. E. Bradley. 


serve Corps Committee, which has re- 
cruited over 1,500 men for the Signa) 
Corps. He has also personally recruited 
and supervised the training of a unit of 
telephone operators for service in France. 

“Brad,” as he is known among his 
friends, has been associated with the 
Eastern Traffic Association since its in- 
ception and its phenomenal growth is 
evidence of the ability and energy of the 
“man behind.” 

From seven companies in 1902 to 103 
companies, covering eight states, in 1918, 
is a growth of which anyone, however 
modest and retiring, may well be proud. 
During the 16 years since its organization, 
the association has handled over four mil- 
lion dollars’ worth of business for its 
members and claims the distinction of 
being the oldest and largest association of 
its kind in existence. 

“Brad’s” early history seems to be 
somewhat befogged as we have it on good 
authority that two towns, Coldwater and 
Jackson, in the state of Michigan, are still 
at odds over his place of birth. Coldwater 


claims he was born in Jackson, while 
Jackson insists he was born in Coldwater. 

Careful investigation of the records of 
each place, however, shows that one Har 
old Erskine Bradley, was born in Cold- 
water, about five minutes before midnight, 
during a thunderstorm, in a little white 
cottage opposite a graveyard, on Friday, 
May 13, about 10 or 12 years after the 
close of the civil war. 

As an infant, he was of the “leather- 
lunged” variety which caused the neigh- 
bors to predict for him a brilliant fu- 
ture as an auctioneer, side-show barker, 
or ballyhoo man. At the tender age of 
five he attempted to elope with the vil- 
lage belle, also five, on a capital of seven 
cents and an outfit consisting of one 
express wagon, one tin bucket and one 
large iron spoon. His family being un- 
able to stand the disgrace of such ac- 
tions, shortly after moved to Jackson, 
Mich., where for the next 12 years he 
struggled with his three “R’s” and fought 
with his teachers. 

He began his business career by sell- 
ing newspapers. This venture lasted 
about 30 minutes, at the end of which 
time he made the sad mistake of trying 
to make a customer of his own father, 
whereupon he was informed that his 
immediate presence was requested at a 
private conference to be held in the fam- 
ly woodshed. 

At the end of his school career he first 
tried dry-goods, then groceries. Find- 
ing the labor in both too arduous, he 
accepted a job in a machine shop and 
foundry. After leaving the foundry, he 
took up the manufacture of bicycles and 
later, with two others erected and main- 
tained a local telegraph line, which was 
operated with much pleasure but very 
little profit. 

In 1896, having by this time developed 
into a very smart and bright young man, 
in his own estimation—many of his 
friends are inclined*to agree with him in 
this respect—he descended upon New 
York City. ‘There he was welcomed 
with open arms by “the buncos” and 
promptly fell for the old “cash-deposit 
gag,” paying $250 for a position he never 
received. 

“Busted,” but with the wool off his 
eyes and the hayseed out of his hair, he 
began selling goods for an installment 
concern. He later procured a clerkship 


in a bank and in the latter part of 1898 
entered the employ of the American Tel- 
egraph & Telephone Co., where he re- 
mained until November, 1902. He moved 
to Philadelphia then and with the late 
C. E. Wilson organized the Eastern Traf- 
fic Association, of which he is at present 
secretary-treasurer. 

Mr. Bradley has been active in na- 
tional association work, has assisted in 
the organization of several state asso- 
ciations and was secretary of the United 
Independent Telephone Association of 
America, which, in 1915, was merged 
with the old national association into the 
United States Independent Telephone 
Association. 

He has attended all the national asso- 
ciation meetings for the past 15 years 
and many state association 
meetings. 

He is a 32nd degree Mason, a Shriner, 
and Past Master of Stephen Girard Lodge 
No. 450. He enjoys all outdoor sports 
and spends the majority of his leisure 
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E. C. Fish. 


hours in getting lost on country roads 
in an automobile which, for various rea- 
sons, is in his wife’s name—that’s “Brad.” 

E. C. Fish, president, treasurer and 
manager of the Local Telephone Co., of 
Clifton, Ill., in the brief period of nine 
years has added three exchanges to the 
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system and nearly tripled the number of 
stations. When he purchased the sys- 
tem, in 1909, it had four exchanges and 
about 650 stations. Since that time he 
has added three exchanges to the system 
and it now serves a total of 1,700 sub- 
scribers. In addition to the Clifton ex- 
change, the company operates plants at 
Ashkum, Beaverville, Chebanse, Donovan, 
Iroquois and Martinton. 

Mr. Fish is a believer in service and 
giving full value for money received, and 
undoubtedly the employes of his com- 
pany are well satisfied with their posi- 
tions. 

A practical, methodical man, Mr. Fish 
is a good planner, but, is quite inclined 
to keep his thoughts and ideas to himself. 
We would expect Mr. Fish io be very 
kindhearted and to have great sympathy 
for those in trouble. 

Mr. Fish is a native of the Badger 
state. He was born in the city of Reeds- 
burg, Wis., October 23, 1860, and at- 
tended the county district school and the 
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Reedsburg high school. Before enter- 
ing the telephone field, he was for many 
years engaged in tarming. 

Francis A. Houston, for 33 years 
identified with the New England Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., Boston, Mass., 
has retired from the company. Mr. Hous- 
ton was born at Keene, N. H., in 1858, 
and was educated at Harvard Univer- 
sity, graduating from the Law School in 
1882. In 1885 he entered the law depart- 
ment of the New England company; was 
general manager from 1904 to 1913; vice- 
president from 1910 and treasurer from 
1913 to 1917. He retired from the latter 
position in 1917, being succeeded by John 
Balch. Mr. Houston is a member of 
many clubs and resides in Concord, Mass. 

V. E. Fisk, who for the past 13 
months has been manager for the Home 
at Benton, Ky., was re- 
cently transferred to Russellville, Ky., 
as manager. 

Arthur Stumpf, formerly contract 
agent and manager of the Southern Tele- 


From Factory and 


Advantages of Kellogg Converter 
Given by Salesman. 

“Have you any suggestions for describ- 
ing the advantages of the Kellogg No. 3 
converter?” was asked one of the Kel- 
logg sales engineers. 

“You can hardly describe its advantages 
too emphatically,” he replied. 
No. 3 converter is self starting. It is not 
affected by variations in voltage. It runs 
quietly and will not hum, whine, or groan 
under extreme 


“Our new 


_service conditions: It 
has an unusually small number of parts. 

“This converter is not affected by short 
circuits. There is no change in adjust- 
ment required when switching from a 
lighting circuit to dry battery; also there 
is an emergency provision in its design 
which makes an emergency operation 
from dry battery possible where the elec- 
tric light service is unreliable, and is sub- 
ject to a temporary shut-down. 

“The use of this converter affords a 
splendid chance to ‘Hooverize’ current, 
and this is certainly true when you re- 
member that dry battery current costs 
$14 per kilowatt, while the Kellogg alter- 
nating converter costs from 6 to 16 cents 
per kilowatt and hardly operates the 
meter when ringing. It costs only from 
25 to 60 cents a month and is the last 
word in ringing economy. 

“This No. 3 converter converts 
volt, 60-cycle alternating current to 20- 
cycle ringing current of true wave form. 
We said it was not affected by variation 
of voltage and this is true, for we know 
from long repeated test that this appara- 
tus is reliable in operation on voltages 
bearing from 90 to 125 volts. 


110- , 


“The small number of 


simplicity 


parts means 

There is 
only one rectifier relay, free from compli- 
cation. 


and _ accessibility. 


Carbon and tungsten lamps are 
protection against short circuits and in- 
sure quick, snappy rings for either long 
or short code ringing on heavily-loaded 
lines. 

















Kellogg No. 3 Converter. 
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phone Co. of Indiana, Evansville, Ind., 
who enlisted in the hospital corps a few 
months ago, is now taking a six months’ 
course in hospital training, hygiene, sani- 
tation and first-aid work at the Great 
Lakes naval training station. 

Frank O. Cuppy, secretary and man- 
ager of the Lafayette Telephone Co. of 
Lifayette, Ind., is building a new home on 
Kossuth street. It is to be a one and 
one-half story frame house and will con- 
tain seven rooms. 

C. W. Rees, for some time superin- 
tendent for the Tri-State Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., at Grand Forks, N. D., 
has resigned to accept a position as busi- 
ness manager of the Bridgeman-Russell 
Co.’s branch at Sioux Falls, S. D. 

O. F. Riddle, cashier of the Owens- 
boro, Ky., office of the Cumberland Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., was recently 
made district traffic chief. He is suc- 
ceeded as cashier by Paul H. Gasser, for- 
merly a reporter for the Owensboro In- 
quirer. 


Salesroom 


“The No. 4 converter is a pulsating and 
alternating current device for use with 
old-style biased ringing. It can be fur- 
nished to operate on 220 volts, 60-cycles. 

When ordering, the voltage and fre- 
quency of electric light service should be 
specified. In this connection, it may be 
stated that the Kellogg company has a 
ringing machine for every requirement. 
Its engineers will 
problems.” 


solve your ringing 





Switchboard to Be Installed 
at Owensboro, Ky. 
new Stromberg-Carlson 
switchboard for the 
(Ky.) Home Telephone Co. has arrived 

in Owensboro and 


New 


The 


energy 


central 
Owensboro 


will be installed as 
soon as the crew arrives from Rochester. 
When completed the board will have a 
capacity of 4,800 lines. 
Short, of the company, an- 
nounces that the company expects to be 
in its new quarters by November 1. 


Manager Percy 
telephone 


Brach Supply Co. Changes to New 
Jersey Corporation. 

The L. S. Brach Supply Co., of New- 
ark, N. J., a New York corporation, has 
transferred all of its merchandise, fix- 
tures, outstanding accounts and all the 
other assets of every kind whatsoever be- 
longing to it to the L. S. Brach Supply 
Co., a New Jersey corporation, for the 
sum of $98,100, payable in stock for that 
amount. The liabilities of the New York 
company will be assumed by the New 
Jersey corporation. 

The new company has been organized 
under the laws of New Jersey with a 
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capital of $200,000 and intends to continue 
the business of the New York corpora- 
tion. It has acquired other assets amount- 
ing to $51,900 and will begin business with 
a paid up capital of $150,000. 

Owing to the expansion of the busi- 
ness of the New York company, it became 
necessary to effect the present organiza- 
tion and the business will be continued by 
the New Jersey without any 
change of personnel or management. 


company 


Automatic Electric Co. 
Employes’ Welfare. 
Facing the great task of winning the 
war, business houses and industrial and 


Guards 


commercial enterprises in all parts of the 

















Mrs. M. R. Rolence, R. N. 


world have been making extraordinary 
demands on the Automatic Electric Co. 
for P. A. X. equipment to further ef- 
ficiency and co-ordinate their organiza- 
tions. 

The government has also taken a large 
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‘-\) Hospital Where First Aid Is Given in Cases of Sudden Iliness or Accident. 


share of all available output. These con- 
ditions have necessarily led to greatly en- 
larging personnel and facilities, and up to 
the present time the company has estab- 
lished a record of doing its part. 

Naturally government orders have the 
right of way, and no demands are con- 
sidered impossible if Uncle Sam is the 
purchaser. A splendid example of what 
the organization is able to accomplish was 
Gemonstrated recently when a complete 
500-line private automatic exchange was 
built, shipped, installed and cut in service 
for the U. S. Shipping Board, in less than 
30 days. 

That Automatic Electric Co. is able to 
do its part in winning the war, is in a 
large share due to the unfailing co-opera- 
tion of its 1,300 loyal employes. 

The company has long recognized the 
reciprocal advantages to be derived from 
taking an active interest in the health, 
welfare and activities of its employes. 


and every step has been taken that would 
make for better co-operation. 

In addition to sports, wholesale enter- 
tainments and inter-departmental activi- 
ties, the company has inaugurated and 
maintained many much appreciated fea- 
tures in the way of life insurance, benefit 
associations, library, reading rooms, and 
establishing company stores to help com- 
bat the high cost of living by retailing 
at wholesale prices many staple commodi- 
ties. 

One of the latest of such features is the 
opening of the enlarged hospital, with an 
adjoining retiring and rest room, under 
the supervision of Mrs. M. R. Rolence, R. 
N., where all employes are given first aid 
in cases of sudden illness or accident. 

The accompanying photographs do not 
do justice to the hospital, which is most 
completely equipped. White, of course, is 
the predominating color and the iron cots, 
enameled medicine and instrument cases, 











Views of Cozy Rest Room Provided by the Automatic Electric Co. for Its Women Workers. 
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together with white surroundings, present 
a most pleasing and sanitary aspect. 

The rest room is comfortably furnished 
in wicker, with cretonne covered lounges 
and pillows, and is adequately supplied 
with magazines, periodicals, etc., affording 
a very cozy place for the woman workers 
to retire. 

Mrs. Rolence has enjoyed wide experi- 
ence in surgical, industrial and welfare 
work before coming to the Automatic 
Electric Co., and has established a splen- 
didly efficient record with this company. 

Graduating in 1908 from the Garfield 
Park Hospital, Mrs. Rolence accepted a 
position with the St. Mary’s Home for 
Children. Later she entered social wel- 
fare work with the Visiting Nurses’ As- 
sociation. In 1915 her exceptional ability 
as an anesthetist led her to accept a posi- 
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Telephone Co. 
fleet consists of 


The company’s entire 
100 machines which are 
out in all kinds of weather, under all con- 
ditions and used by all kinds of riders. 
Under such treatment as_ these 
machines get, the percentage of trouble 
is said to be remarkably low. 

Indian 


severe 


motorcycles are 
by the Hendee Mfg. Co., 
Mass. 


manufactured 
of Spring ‘eld, 


Book Reviews. 
THE LAW oF TELEGRAPH 
PHONE COMPANIES, INCLUDING 
Law, by S. Walter Jones. 
tion. Published by Vernon 
Co., Kansas City, Mo. 1,065 
ins. by 9 ins. Price, $7.50. 
The edition of this compre- 
hensive book on telegraph and telephone 


AND TELE- 
ELEcTRI 
Second e¢i- 
Law Book 


pages, 5%4 


second 
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proper location, construction and mainte- 
nance; regulation and control; duties to 
furnish equal facilities to all. 

The subject of transmission and deliv- 
ery of messages is treated fully, dealing 
with the general nature of liability, neg- 
ligence, liabilities as affected by rules and 
regulations, duties under the common law 
and common-law liabilities; liability of 
companies in particular classes of cases; 
actions for damages resulting from neg- 
ligent delays of transmissions; measures 
of damages, loss of profit and employ- 
ment, mental anguish, etc., statutory pen- 
alty; taxation; and telegraph and _ tele- 
phone communications as evidence. 

There is a complete list of the cases 
cited and the index shows evidence of 
being carefully prepared. 

Although intended for use of lawyers 
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Small Portion of Fleet of One Hundred indian Motorcycles Used by the New York Telephone Co. 


tion at the Fort Dearborn Hospital, in 
which institution she became superinten- 
dent. Failing health, brought on by over- 
work, then compelled her to seek con- 
nections where her duties would be less 
arduous, and she accepted the opening of- 
fered by Automatic Electric Co. 

Accidents have been, and are today, ex- 
ceptionally light in the Automatic fac- 
tory, due primarily to the rigid enforce- 
ment of safety rules and careful super- 
vision by the management of everything 
which tends to safeguard the health and 
lives of its employes, and the opening of 
the hospital and employment of Mr. 
Rolence, is the result of the policy that 
has always been maintained—“Better safe 
than sorry.” 


Fleet of Motorcycles Used by New 
York Telephone Co. 

The photograph reproduced below 

shows a small portion of the fleet of In- 

dian motorcycles in use by the New York 


law is the most recent of the very few 
books on that subject. Many new sec- 
tions have been added and some revisions 
and minor changes made in the original 
sections. The many footnotes have been 
enlarged and all the important cases have 
been cited. 

The subject of electric law as regards 
construction and maintenance and the 
general duties and liabilities of electric 
companies to the public as applicable or 
having connection or relation to or with 
telephone or telegraph companies, is dis- 
cussed. 

The 31 chapters of the book deal with, 
among other things, the general nature 
of telegraph and telephone companies, 
their legal status, corporate rights and 
franchises; construction, maintenance and 
regulation; the construction and mainte- 
nance of telegraph and telephone lines 
on private property, on railroad right of 
way and across and under navigable wa- 
ters; liability for injuries caused by im- 


and judges, it is an excellent book of 
reference for telephone companies. 

THE FINANCING oF PuBLic 
CoRPORATIONS, by Milton B. Ignatius. 
Published by The Ronald Press Co., New 
York City. 508 
ins. Price $5. 


SERVICE 


pages, 5% ins. by 8% 

This book is written for those directly 
connected with public service corporations 
and for that part of the general public 
which is interested in the 


securities of such companies. 


finances and 
The au- 
thor is assistant to the general valuation 
counsel of the New York Central Lines 
and formerly statistician and accountant 
of the New York Public Service Commis- 
sion. The book is written as a result of 
the author’s experience in dealing with 
the financing of public service corpora- 
tions. 

Being most familiar with the work of 
the New York commission, Mr. Ignatius 
has limited his references to the statutes 
of that state and quotations have freely 
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been made from various decisions of the 
New York commissions. 

An understanding of the fundamental 
principles of corporation finance is most 
valuable in removing misunderstanding 
between corporation officials and public 
service commissions and the public. 

Corporation financing has ceased to be 
a purely private affair. The transfers of 
railroad and wire communication operat- 
ing controls to the government were 
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epochal events. They necessarily bring 
in their trains a vast number of problems, 
many of which are incidents of financing. 

The wisdom of the plans to be adopted, 
the instruments of finance to be used, and 
the apportionments of benefits and liabili- 
ties between the operators and the cor- 
porations, are all matters which must be 
based upon a thorough knowledge of the 
financial structure of these corporations 
as they now exist, and a full realization 
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of the circumstances controlling, the 
forces regulating, and the reasons ex- 
plaining, the many incidents in their finan- 
cial history. 

The volume presents a comprehensive 
discussion. of all the important aspects of 
public service corporation financing, from 
the inception of the enterprise and the 
issue of certificates of interest or in- 
debtedness, to the expenditure of the pro- 
ceeds and the permanent record thereof. 


Vol. 75. 


Record of Telephone Patents 


1,266,623. May 21, 1918; filed July 1, 
1916. TELEPHONE SIGNALING SysTEM; 16 
claims; R. L. Quass, New York; assigned 
to Western Electric Co. The feature of 


this signaling system — for automatic 
systems is a cyclic switch adapted in 
one of its operative stages, to apply 


ringing current to the connecting circuit 
to ring the called line. It is adapted at a 
later stage to disestablish the connection 
of the connecting circuit with the called 
line. Provision is made for causing the 
switch to move through the disestablish- 
ing stage to re-apply ringing current. 

1,266,645. May 21, 1918; filed May 29, 
1914. TrLePHONE EXCHANGE System; 38 
claims; H. G. Webster, Chicago; assigned 
to J. R. Garfield, Cleveland, @hio. In 
this call-distributing system a group of 
relays is provided for a trunk line which 
terminates in a connecting plug at an op- 
erator’s position. These relays correspond 
individually to the sub-groups of calling 
lines. Another group of relays for the 
trunk line correspond individually to cor- 
responding lines in each sub-group. Pro- 
vision is made for energizing a relay of 
each of these groups to connect any call- 
ing line with the trunk line. A supervis- 
ory signal associated with the connecting 
plug, is responsive to control by an asso- 
ciated calling line while the plug is rest- 
ing in the spring jack. 

1,266,714. May 21, 1918; filed July 11, 
1914. TeLEPHONE METERING SysTEM ; four 
claims; C. D. Richey, Washington, D. C.; 
assigned to Phone Call Recorder Co. 
While the transmitter circuit of the sub- 
scriber set may be disabled at his will, 
provision is made for enabling its use in 
emergency calls at the will of the opera- 
tor at the central office. The enabling 
means are also utilized in actuating a call 
meter while apparatus responsive to a 
normal call by ringing current, prevents 
operation of the enabling device when 
the call is answered, and also prevents 
operation of the meter if the call is an- 
swered while the ringing current is still 
being received. 

1,266,905. May 21, 1918; filed July 13, 
1916. TABLE or STAND FOR TELEPHONES; 
10 claims; C. H. Bartlett, Boston, Mass. 
This adjustable table comprises two base 
units arranged end to end with hinges 
which permit each unit to swing horizon- 
tally so that they may be adjusted to 
stand at different angles. Top-forming 
means are secured to the base units and 
are adjusted relatively to each other with 
the units. 

1,266,978. May 21, 1918; filed Novem- 
ber 6, 1916. TELEPHONE ExcHANGE Sys- 
TEM; five claims; R. E. Noble, New 
York; assigned to Western Electric Co. 
Trunking means between two switch- 
boards are described. ‘A step-by-step line- 
finding switch is located at the first board 
and a manually-controlled key in each tel- 


ephone line is adapted, when actuated, to 
connect the line with the terminals of 
this switch. The removal of the receiver 
from a subscriber’s station on one of the 
lines actuates the line-finding switch and 
its operation is continued until the calling 
line is found, when other apparatus is 
operated to stop the switch and connect 
the trunk circuit to the calling line. Ap- 
paratus actuated upon the starting of the 
switch serves, when the receiver at the 
calling station is restored to the switch- 
hook, to again start the switch and con- 
tinue its operation until the normal con- 
dition is reached. 
1,266,988. May 21, 1918; filed lady 3, 
1916. AMPLIFYING RECEIVER; nine claims; 
E. S. Pridham and P. L. Jensen, Napa, 
Cal.; assigned to Commercial Wireless & 
Development Co., San Francisco, Cal. In 
this amplifying receiver a magnet with a 
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No. 1,267,131. 


narrow air-gap has a transversely-mov- 
able coil disposed in the air-gap for car- 
tying telephonic current. The coil com- 
prises a large number of annular turns of 
fine wire with the portion disposed in the 
field spread over a flat surface and the 
opposite portion bunched to form a sup- 
port for the coil. 

1,267,097. May 21, 1918; filed March 
26, 1917; Automatic TELEPHONE SYSTEM 
AND APPARATUS; 75 claims; T. G. Mar- 
tin, Chicago; assigned to Automatic Elec- 
tric Co. In this system an automatic 
switch has a movable terminal which co- 
operates with the- fixed terminals of a 
number of groups of line arranged in a 
single horizontal group. Provision is 
made for operating the switch to cause 
its movable terminal to pass by all the 
fixed terminals corresponding to one of 
the group of lines and then automatically 
operating the switch to cause the movable 
terminal to select a fixed terminal corre- 
sponding to an idle line in another of the 
groups of lines. 

1,267,113. May 21, 1918; filed April 27, 
1916. Party-LineE TELEPHONE SysTEM; 


23 claims; W. T. Powell, Chicago, as- 
signed to Automatic Electric Co. The 
feature of this patent is the provision for 
selectively signaling subscribers on a 
party line. A number of ringing current 
generators of different character are pro- 
vided, each generator having a group of 
relays for controlling the application of 
ringing current to the line. A relay of 
the group connects a battery terminal to 
a line conductor after the signaling opera- 
tion. Another relay is responsive to the 
battery connection so that when the call- 
ing line signals for a subscriber station, 
the service of which has been continued, 
the calling line is connected to a manual 
switchboard over a trunk line. 

1,267,131. May 21, 1918; filed March 
25, 1914. Automatic or Sem1-AUTOMATIC 
TELEPHONE SystEM; 74 claims; A. B. 
Smith, Evanston, IIll.; assigned to Auto- 
matic Electric Co. This patent covers a 
phantom signaling circuit superimposed 
on two trunk lines extending between 
automatic switches in an exchange. 

1,267,223. May 21, 1918; filed Novem- 
ber 13, 1915. Protective Device For TEL- 
EPHONE Circuits; five claims; G. H. Hill, 
Schenectady, N. Y.; assigned to General 
Electric Co. Protection for a telephone 
jack connected to a telephone line at a 
station along a high voltage line is de- 
scribed. A fuse holds an arm or shutter 
in inoperative position with reference to 
the jack and has a spark plug gap in 
circuit with it. When the fuse melts, the 
jack contacts are short-circuited and the 
shutter moves in front of the jack, thus 
preventing the use of the station. 

1,267,433. May 28, 1918; filed Decem- 
ber 30, 1916. Automatic SwitcH; eight 
claims; J. L. McQuarrie, Montclair, N. J.; 
assigned to Western Electric Co. The 
feature of this patent is the provision of 
a single means for elevating the shaft 
which operates the sets of movable con- 
tacts of the switch. The shaft is so con- 
trolled as to elevate these sets of movable 
contacts successively. 

1,267,469. May 28, 1918; filed May 8, 
1914. SicNaLtinc System; 10 claims; F. 
M. Slough, Rochester, N. Y.; assigned to 
Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Mfg. €o. 
In this selective ringing system for party 
lines, a reed signaling device is connect- 
ed in each of the bridges of the ringers 
at the substation. Certain parts of these 
devices are different to determine their 
mechanical tuning. A condenser is con- 
nected in each bridge in series with the 
signaling devices and of such a capacity 
that the bridges are electrically attuned 
for the highest frequency currents em- 
ployed. 

1,267,470. May 28, 1918; filed May 8, 
1914. RINGER; seven claims; F. M. Slough, 
Rochester, N. Y.; assigned to Stromberg- 
Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co. The point 


of interest in this patent is the mounting 











pe sorte oN ae 


July 27, 1918. 


provided for the gong. The gong mount- 
ing consists of a pair of arms forming 
gong posts. These arms are bent at right 
angles to one of the channel sides of a 
supporting member and then turned to 
extend substantially parallel thereto and 
in opposite directions from each other. 
Each arm is then turned upward to form 
a gong post. 

1,267,473. May 28, 1918; filed October 
7, 1907. TELEPHONE System’; 69 claims; 
W. L. Campbell, La Grange, Ill.; assigned 
to Automatic Electric Co. The feature 
of this system is the provision for en- 
abling the automatic switch to seize any 
particular line desired by the calling sub- 
scriber in one or more of the levels 
thereof. It also has provision for auto- 
matically selecting the first idle line in at 
least one of the levels. 

1,267,587. May 28, 1918; filed February 
28, 1916. SouNb-REPRODUCING APPLIANCE; 
three claims; H. G. Pape, New York. 
This receiver cap is so formed that its 
ereatest diameter is located at some dis- 
tance forward of the diaphragm. From 
this point of greatest diameter the sur- 
face of the cap inclines inwardly and 
rearwardly at such an angle that the sur- 
face opposite the screw threads is held 
well away from the table or support on 
which the receiver rests when laid on 
such a support. The receiver can, there- 
fore, readily withstand hard knocks with- 
out the need of unduly increasing the 
thickness of the rim. A series of integ- 
ral bosses surround the cap on its line of 
greatest diameter and serve to prevent 
the receiver from rolling when lying on 
the table. An annular hollow or groove 
is provided adjacent to the diaphragm 
seat on the inside of the cap or wall. The 
capacity thus provided for this chamber 
has the effect of absorbing the shock or 
impact of sound waves produced by shock 
or violent impulses of the diaphragm. It 
also serves to reduce the tone of the 
speaker’s voice to a lower pitch, depend- 


ing on the depth or capacity of the 
groove. 
1,267,804. May 28, 1918; filed May 13, 


1915. A Device ror MoIstuRE AND GAS- 
Proor TELEPHONE SETS; two claims; E. 
A. Reinke, Rochester, N. Y.; assigned to 
Stromberg- Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co. 
A pair of pins is carried by a disk mount- 
ed on the operating shaft of the genera- 
tor. A crank is provided with a shaft 
mounted in and extending through the 
door of the casing of the telephone set. 




















No. 1,267,470. 


An arm secured to the inner end of the 
shaft is arranged when the door is closed, 
to extend between the pins carried by the 
disk so that the generator may be oper- 
ated without opening the door. 

1,267,980. May 28, 1918; filed Decem- 
ber 19, 1914. Automatic TELEPHONE 


TELEPHONY 


EXCHANGE SYSTEM; %, claims; E. B. 
Craft, Hackensack, J., and J. M. Rey- 
nolds, Greenwich, rene assigned to 
Western Electric Co. A call-receiving 
device is provided for each of the groups 
of terminals of the line selector. The se- 
lector, when operated in its first move- 
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ment, finds a group containing a select- 
able terminal and thereupon to connect 
with the call-receiving device. In its sec- 
ond movement, it finds a selectable ter- 
minal in that group. 

1,268,068. May 28, 1918; filed January 
18, 1910. Automatic MANUAL TELEPHONE 
System’; 28 claims; B. D. Willis, Oak 
Park, Ill.; assigned to Automatic Elec- 
tric Co. In this system provision is made 
so that the calling subscriber may extend 
connection to a switchboard cord and 
transmit ringing current to it. A signal 
at the cord is responsive to the ringing 
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es in series then establishes a_ talking 
connection between the contact of multi- 
ple fields and it is these switches which 
are controlled by automatic selection or 
number impulses. 

1,268,221. June 4, 1918; filed October 5, 
1914. AutroMatic TELEPHONE EXCHANGE 
System; 41 claims; B. G. Dunham, Chi- 
cago; assigned to Western Electric Co. 
In this system a pair of controlling mag- 
nets for a selecting switch is bridged 
across the limbs of the talking circuit 
formed by the subscriber’s line and the 
connected trunk line. Current to the limbs 
of the subscriber’s line is supplied to the 
coils of the magnets while means at the 
substation control the circuit through the 
magnets, causing the operation of the 
selecting switch. 

1,268,733. June 4, 1918; filed November 
30, nag LIGHTNING es six 
claims ; W. Kotts, Hope, N. D. In this 
arrester inn line circuit oom through 
two insulating plates upon which is wound 
bare wire placed in grooves. This wire 
is insulated from a conducting plate in- 
serted beneath the wire in one side of the 
plates. Terminals connected with the con- 
ducting plate serve as ground terminals. 

1,269,005. June 11, 1918; filed Septem- 
ber 9, 1914. ReLAy Buzzer; two claims; 
F. Schoenwolf, Chicago; assigned to 
Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. The 
circuit of the electromagnet of this relay 
is adapted to be intermittently interrupted 
by the action of a spring member which 
extends parallel to the axis of the electro- 
magnet with one end attached to the heel 
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current to open the cord to prevent the 
ringing current from ringing the line. 

1,268,069. May 28, 1918; filed Novem- 
ber 6, 1906. AUTOMATIC ComMon BATTERY 
TELEPHONE System; 29 claims; E. D. 
Fales, Chicago; assigned to Automatic 
Electric Co. The feature of this system 
is the provision of means operated by 
the side switch of the automatic switch 
for bridging the battery across the talk- 
ing circuit, the trunk conductor from the 
automatic switch being excluded from the 
circuit but included in the bridge. 

1,268,072. May 28, 1918; filed July 2 22, 
1917. Comprnep SELECTOR AND REPEATER 
APPARATUS FOR LocAaL Battery TELE- 
FHONE EXCHANGE System; T. G. Martin, 
Chicago; assigned to Automatic Electric 
Co. In this system the combined selec- 
tor and repeater for selecting a trunk line 
comprises, a pair of line relays, a pair of 
cperating magnets and a pair of switch 
wipers. The wipers control circuit con- 
rections whereby the relays first control 
the operating magnets and then control 
the transmission impulses over the selec- 
tor trunk lines. 

1,268,106. June 4, 1918; filed September 
3, 1913. TELEPHONE System; 15 claims; 
A. Franke, Grunewald, near Berlin, Ger- 
many; assigned to Siemens & Halske, 
Berlin, Germany. In this automatic sys- 
tem some of the switches are arranged 
for automatic selection and some for se- 
lection by number impulses. Selectors 
are controlled by a calling station to es- 
tablish preliminary connection with the 
desired subscriber’s line. A set of switch- 


No. 1,269,302. 


iron. A weight attached to the spring 
member is adapted to intermittently en- 
gage the inner surface of the relay’s dust- 
proof cover in response to the inter- 
mittent operation of the electromagnet to 
produce an audible signal. 

1,269,181. June 11, 1918: filed Feb- 
ruary 8, 1916. TELEPHONE System: four 
claims; H. J. Herink, London, Englands; 
assigned to Relay Automatic Telephone 
Co. Ltd., London, England. The feature 
of this automatic system is a switch com- 
prising a set of relays, adapted to connect 
a calling line to a common line. The 
circuit of these relays is controlled in 
such a manner that when a number of 
the relays are energized, one only can be 
maintained energized. 

1,269,245. June 11, 1918; filed June 7, 
1916. AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE System; 11 
claims; A. Andersen, Chicago; assigned 
to Automatic Electric Co. In this auto- 
matic system provided with a toll assess- 
ing device each calling line is provided 
with measured service apparatus. Auto- 
matic means common to all of the other 
lines, operate to present the action of the 
measured service equipment so that cer- 
tain of the other lines may be rendered 
accessible free of charge. 

1,269,302. June 11, 1918; filed June 9, 
1913. ToccLe Bour: 25 claims: M. H. 
Paine, Glen Ellyn, Ill., and W. S. Wil- 
liams, Chicago. In this toggle bolt, two 
oppositely- disposed wings are coaxially 
pivoted upon trunions mounted upon the 
bolt’s movable nut. These wings have 
surfaces adapted for engagement for a 
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wall and arranged to be projected out- 
wardly from the screw until the wall- 
engaging surfaces stand at substantially 
right angles to the longitudinal axis of 
the screw. 

1,269,425. June 11, 1918; filed March 
4, 1916. TELEPHONE HooKSWITCH AND 
Cutout; one claim; John T. Gray, Great 
Falls, Mont. A main switch in combina- 
tion with the hookswitch, includes a pair 
of interconnected pivoted parallel con- 
ductor arms. Spring strips carried by the 
conductor arms, engage spaced rigid con- 
tact posts for interrupting the circuit. 

1,269,453. June 11, 1918; filed August 
20, 1906. Automatic Party Line TELE- 
PHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEM; 50 claims; A. 
E. Keith, Chicago; assigned to Automatic 
Electric Co. In this system a non-numer- 
ical trunking switch is common to the 
different subscribers on the party line. 
An automatic busy test prevents an effec- 
tive connection with a busy line and may 
be rendered temporarily inoperative when 
one subscriber calls another on the same 
line. 

1,269,499. 
17, 1914. 


June 11, 1918; filed October 
SUPERVISORY CONTROLLED CIR- 
CUITS FOR TELEPHONE Systems; S. Patter- 
son, Kenton, Man., Can.; assigned to 
Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. The 
feature of this cord circuit is the pro- 
vision of disconnect and recall relays and 


control circuits whereby they may be 
operated selectively from a connected 
substation. The disconnect ,relay is 


bridged across the talking conductor of 
the cord circuit, while the recall relay 
has one terminal of its winding grounded 
and the other terminal connected to a 
central point of the disconnect relay 
winding. 
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1,269,702. June 18, 1918; 
1916. MeEssAGE REGISTER CIRCUITS FOR 
MACHINE SWITCHING TELEPHONE Ex- 
CHANGE System; C. L. Goodrum, New 
York; assigned to Western Electric Co. 


filed June 15, 
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A message register magnet having two 
windings, is provided for each line, one 
winding being included in the line cir- 
cuit and the other in the test wire of 
the line finder. The windings are dif- 
ferential when the line is extended to a 
connecting circuit by a finder. A relay 
associated with each control circuit is 
adapted to co-operate in the setting of 
the switches by the senders. There is 
also one associated with each of the con- 
nectors of one group. Provision is made 
for operating either the relay in the con- 
trol circuit or the relay in the connector 
upon the response of the called party, 
Gepending on the character of the called 
line. Operation of the circuit control 
relay acts to advance the finder side- 
switch to reverse the direction of current 
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flow in the calling line to operate the 
message register. 

1,270,080. June 18, 1918; filed May 4, 
1917. TELEPHONE TIMER AND SwitTcH; 21 
claims; A. A. Wells, Detroit, Mich. Upon 
upward movement of the receiver switch- 
hook when the receiver is removed, a 
normally-open switch in the line circuit is 
closed. A bellows arrangement operated 
in connection with the receiver hook, 
opens the switch after it has been closed 
for a predetermined time. 

1,270,127. June 18, 1918; filed March 
3, 1905. TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEM; 
85 claims; F. W. Dunbar, Chicago; as- 
signed to Kellogg Switchboard & Supply 
Co. In this semi-automatic system, 
selecting mechanism interchangeably as- 
sociates groups of link circuits with call- 
ing telephone lines and automatic means 
connect a link circuit of a group with a 
calling line. 

1,270,128. June 18, 1918; filed March 
3, 1905. TELEPHONE SysTEM; 33 claims; 
F. W. Dunbar, Chicago; assigned to 
Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. In 
this automatic system an _ automatic 
trunking switch is individual to each sub- 
scriber’s line. Subscriber control means 
are provided for successively operating 
his individual trunk switch and one of the 
secondary trunking switches to extend a 
connection from the calling line to an idle 
trunk circuit and for then completing the 
connection to the called line. 

1,270,133. June 18, 1918; filed August 
29, 1917. Notre-Pap ATTACHED For TELE- 
PHONES; one claim; A. Emerman, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. A _ shelf arrangement at- 
tached to the standard of the desk stand 
about half way between the base and the 
top is designed for note-pad use. 
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